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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 5 

IN THE MATTER OF; 

Z^a^^^^o^os 

CHEMICAL RECOVERY SYSTEMS, INC 

SUPERFUND SITE 

142 LOCUST STREET 

ELYRIA, OHIO 44035 

Continued deposition of DOROTHY 

OBITTS, called for examination under the 

Applicable Rules of Federal Civil Procedure, 

taken before me, Claudine Kelly, a Registered 

Professional Reporter and Notary Public in and 

for the State of Ohio, pursuant to notice and 

stipulations of counsel, at the Elyria City 

Hall, Council Chambers, Elyria, Ohio, on 

Wednesday, December 8, 2004, at 10:10 a.m. 
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1 APPEARANCES: 

2 On behalf of the USEPA: 

3 USEPA Region 5, by 

4 STEVEN P. KAISER, ESQ. 

5 THOMAS C. NASH, ESQ. 

6 77 West Jackson Boulevard 

7 Chicago,'•-Illinois 60604 

8 (312) 886-0552 

9 

10 On behalf of Robert Ross & Sons: 

11 Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook & 

12 Batista, by 

13 RICHARD D. PANZA, ESQ. 

14 SPENCER A. RYAN, ESQ. 

15 35765 Chester Road 

16 Avon,.Ohio 44011 

17 (440) 930-8000 

18 

19 On behalf of Ashland, Inc., CNA 

20 Holdings Inc.: 

21 Kaufman & Canoles 

22 DAVID B. GRAHAM, ESQ. 

23 4801 Courthouse Street, Suite 300 

24 Williamsburg, Virginia 23188 

25 (757) 259-3855 
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On b e h a l f o f C h e m i c a l R e c o v e r y S y s t e m s 

S q u i r e S a n d e r s , by 

DOUGLAS A . M c W I L L l A M S , E S Q . 

4900 Key Tower 

127 P u b l i c S q u a r e 

C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 44114 

(216) 4 7 9 - 8 5 0 0 

On b e h a l f o f The G l i d d e n Company : 

W e s t o n , H u r d , F a l l o n , P a i s l e y & 

Howley L . L . P . , by 

JAMES T . M I L L I C A N , E S Q . 

2500 T e r m i n a l Tower 

50 P u b l i c S q u a r e 

C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 4 4 1 1 3 

(216 ) 6 8 7 - 3 3 4 7 

On b e h a l f of BF G o o d r i c h : 

Thompson H i n e , by 

KEELY O'BRYAN, E S Q . 

3900 Key C e n t e r 

127 P u b l i c S q u a r e 

C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 44114 

(216) 5 6 6 - 5 5 0 0 
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On behalf of Sherwin Williams: 

Walter & Haverfield 

JOHN A. HEER, ESQ. 

1301 East Ninth Street, Suite 3500 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

(216) 781-1212 

On behalf of Calig Steel Drum, North 

Coast Container: 

Roetzel & Andress 

TAMMI J. LEES, ESQ. 

1375 E a s t N i n t h S t r e e t 

One C l e v e l a n d C e n t e r , N i n t h F l o o r 

C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 44114 

(216) 6 2 3 - 0 1 5 0 

ALSO PRESENT 

M a r g a r e t H e r r i n g , USEPA, 

R o b e r t R. K o v a l a k , I C I P a i n t s 

D a r i n Duvena 
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I N D E X 

CONTINUED EXAMINATION OF 

DOROTHY OBITTS 

BY MR. KAISER 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY 

OBITTS 

BY MR. PANZA 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY 

OBITTS 

BY MR. GRAHAM 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY 

OBITTS 

BY MR. McWILLlAMS 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY 

O B I T T S 

BY MS.. O'BRYAN 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY 

O B I T T S 

BY MR. HEER 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY 

OBITTS 

BY MR. NASH 
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1 MR. KAISER: We're resuming the 

2 deposition of Dorothy Obitts taken pursuant to 

3 subpoena. It's a little past, 10 minutes past 

4 10:00 on Wednesday, December 8th. 

5 CONTINUED EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

6 BY MR. KAISER: 

7 Q. Mrs. Obitts, I'd like to resume by 

8 showing you an additional ledger. This ledger 

9 is a photocopy of a ledger. It's been marked 

10 for purposes of identification as EPA's Exhibit 

11 16. On the'top of the first page it indicates 

12 page one and it indicates the month of 

13 September, year 1968. 

14 I'd ask you to take a look at that 

15 and describe for us this morning what 

16 information is contained in that ledger? 

17 A. This is a cash disburse ledger for 

18 Chemical Service Corporation. 

19 Q. And did you prepare that ledger? 

20 A. Yes, I did. 

21 Q. And did you prepare and make those 

22. entries in the ordinary course of business? 

23 A. Yes, I did. 

24 .. Q. And if you just take a minute to 

25 review the photocopy of that ledger to 

10:16:07 

10:16:24 

10:16:40 

10:16:49 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


205 

1 determine whether it appears to be a true and 

2 accurate copy of the original ledger? 

3 A. Yes. It appears to be a copy of 

4 the original. 

5 Q. And do you see any additions or 

6 deletions that were not in the original ledger? 

7 A, No. 

8 Q. And late yesterday afternoon did 

9 you have the opportunity to review that ledger 

10 to determine whether there was any customer 

11 information contained in the ledger? 

12 A. Yes, I did. 

13 Q. And what was your conclusion? 

14 A. This particular one I'm not -- I 

15 don't believe I found more than I mentioned. I 

16 didn't tag them for material purchases. 

17 Q. So you had a chance to look that 

18 over. Did you find any customers identified 

19 within that ledger? 

20 A. I'll go through it briefly again. 

21 Q. All right. Take your time. 

22 A. Yes. There is. 

23 Q. Where did you identify a customer? 

24 A. General Tire & Rubber Company. It. 

25 was material purchased. 

10:17:02 

10:17:16 

10:17:2? 

10:18:02 

10:18:45 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


206 

1 Q. Can you determine the date of that 

2 purchase? 

3 A. January 16th, 1969, $502.96. 

4 I have another one. 

5 Q. All right. What is the date of 

6 that transaction? 

7 A. This is April 8th, 1969, General 

8 Tire & Rubber, $598.08. 

9 Q. That's a purchase of material by? 

10 A. Chemical Service Corporation. 

11 Q. From General Tire? 

12 A. Yes. Dow Industrial Service would 

13 have been most likely caustic soda for 129.30. 

14 Q. What date was that transaction? 

15 A. July 24th, 1969. That was in my 

16 material column. That's it. 

17 Q. And again that ledger that you've 

18 now looked through, that's all in your own 

19 handwriting? 

20 A. Yes, it is. 

21 Q. And it appears to be a true and 

22 accurate copy of the original ledger? 

23 A. Yes, it does. 

24 Q. I'm showing'you what's been marked 

25 for purposes of identification as EPA's Exhibit 
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17. Again it's another ledger. If you could 

take a moment and look at that and tell us what 

it is? 

A. I have an entry here for Firestone 

Synthetic Rubber, and it's for $66 and it's 

material. 

Q. Now this ledger, is this an Obitts 

or a Chemical Service ledger? 

A. This is a Chemical Service 

Corporation ledger. 

Q, Does it record disbursements? 

A. Yes 

Q. For approximately what time period 

or can you tell on that first page? 

A. This date is September 16th, 1969. 

Q. And that was a purchase of material 

from? 

A. Firestone Synthetic Rubber Company. 

Q. And do you know or have an opinion 

whether or not that purchase was for process 

materials or materials to be reclaimed? 

A. I don't recall what it was for 

I have a General Tire & Rubber 

Company for $206.78 on May 4th, 1970. 

Q. Was that entry made in your own 

10:21:33 
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hand? 

A. Yes, it is. General Tire & Rubber 

Company, $437.22, on June 2nd, 1970. 

Q. Again a material purchase by 

Chemical'Services? 

A. A material, yes. General Tire & 

Rubber Company on July 25th, material, $691.65. 

That's all. 

Q. And again, having reviewed this 

ledger, does this appear to be a true and 

accurate copy of the original ledger? 

A. Yes. It's in my handwriting. 

Q. And the original ledger, were those 

entries made and maintained in the ordinary 

course of business? 

A. Yes 

Q. Do you see any additions or 

deletions from this photocopy that would 

suggest to you that this document is anything 

other than a true and accurate copy of the 

original? 

A. No. I don't see any deletions or 

additions. 

Q. I'm showing you what's been marked 

for purposes of identification as EPA's Exhibit 
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18, I'd ask you to take a look at that and tell 

us what it is? 

A. This is accounts receivable which 

is sales for Chemical Service Corporation. 

Q. Can you determine the time frame in 

which this ledger was begun? 

A. This first page starts at 8-31-65. 

Q. By reviewing that ledger are you 

able to identify customers of Chemical Services 

during that time period? 

A. Not so far. These are just entries 

of cash that was due to us. And this other 

page, pages in the middle are done by my 

accountant for audit. I have an inventory 

sheet which shows what was on hand. 

Q. What's the date of that inventory? 

A. July 1965. 

Q. What does it indicate was on hand? 

A. Just a minute. There are some more 

dates here. It goes through 8-25-66. In other 

words, it was what was on hand that was brought 

into the yard during those dates. Do you want 

to know more about it? 

Q. Does it identify the companies that 

sent the material to the site? 

10:25:19 
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A. Yes 

Q. Can you read the names of those 

companies? 

A. Harchem which was raw methanol. 

Harshaw Chemical which was methanol. Chemical 

Distributors was methanol. Harchem was 

methanol. Astlett Balata was resin. Astlett 

Balata was hexane and alcohol. General Tire 

was hexane. Another Astlett Balata was resin, 

which was on a different date that it was run 

into the yard. 

General Tire, hexane. Astlett 

Balata, resin. Harshaw Chemical, methanol. 

General Tire, hexane. Harshaw Chemical, 

methanol. General Tire, hexane. Astlett 

Balata, resin. 

This is from 7-13-65 to 8-25-66. 

Q. Does the ledger indicate the 

quantity of chemicals that those companies 

sent? 

A, 

Q. 

Yes 

Are those entries made in your own 

hand? 

A. Yes, they are. 

Q. Were they made in the ordinary 

10:26:50 
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course of business? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. Who provided you with the 

information that you entered into the ledger 

concerning the inventory? 

A. Mr. Obitts. 

Q. And again the conversations you had 

with your husband, Mr. Obitts, about the 

inventory, those conversations took place in 

the ordinary course of business? 

A. Yes, in our office. Uh-huh. 

Q. Just so we can identify for the 

record, that's the right-hand side of the 

ledger and up at the top it indicates 

inventory? 

A. And the dates are here. 

Q. And the date beginning with 

7-13-65? 

A. Yes 

Q. Are there any other pages within 

that ledger that identify customers of Chemical 

Services ? 

A. There's more inventory sheets in 

here. There's '66, '68, '67. 

. MR. PANZA: Are you talking about 
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the year? 1 

2 THE WITNESS: Yes, I am, sir 

3 •.,. ;MR. PANZA: Thank you. 

4 A. And then this goes to accounts 

5 payable. 

6 Q. Let's back up and look at those 

•7 additional inventory sheets. What are the time 

8 frames on those inventories? 

9 A. I gave you the one. 

10 Q. Yes, you did. 

11 A. That was to 8-25-66. May 1965 

12 through June 20th, 1966. 

13 Q. Again, those entries are they in 

14 your own hand? 

15 A. Yes,, they are. 

16 Q. Were those made in the ordinary 

17 course of business? 

18 A. Yes, they were. 

19 Q. And that page that you're looking 

20 at, does that appear to be a true and accurate 

21 copy of the original ledger you prepared? 

22 A. Yes, sir. 

23 Q. What is the other inventory period? 

24 A. Inventory, August 21st, 1968, and 

25 inventory, August 31st, 1969. 
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1 Q. And those entries, who made them?. 

2 A. I made these entries. 

3 Q. Did you make them in the ordinary 

4 course of business? 

5 A. Yes, I did. 

6 Q. Who provided you with the 

7 information that you then recorded in the 

8 ledger? • . . _ . 

9 A. Mr. Obitts. 

10 Q. Did he give you that information in 

11 the course of a conversation? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. Were those conversations held in 

14 the ordinary course of business? 

15 A. Yes, they were. 

16 Q. And again those ledger pages that 

17 you just reviewed with the date,.what is the 

18 date of this inventory? 

19 A. 7-13-65 through 8-15-68. 

20 Q. And then is there also an inventory 

21 entry for August 31st of 1969? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. Were those entries on that single 

24 page all made in your own hand? 

25 A. Yes, they are. 

10:30:19 
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1 Q. Does that photocopy appear to be a 

2 true and accurate copy of the original ledger 

3 page? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Do you see any other inventory i0:3i:ii 

6 reports? 

7 A. Inventory. Did I give you this one 

8 or did I go back? 

9 Q. What date are you on? 

10 A. . August 31st, 1967, from 7-13-65 to i0:3i:22 

11 8-15-67. 

12 Q. Whose inventory did you have on 

13 hand at that time? 

14 A. We had Harchem, methanol. Harshaw 

15 Chemical, methanol. Chemical Distributors, i0:3i:42 

16 methanol. Harchem, methanol. Astlett Balata, 

17 hexane and alcohol. Harshaw Chemical, 

18 methanol. Firestone, hexane. And General 

19 Tire. 

20 Q. What was the quantity of material i0:3i:59 

21 you had from General Tire? 

22 A. On this inventory was 8,282 

23 gallons. 

24 Q. And t h e o t h e r v o l u m e f i g u r e s t h e r e , 

25 w e r e t h o s e e n t e r e d i n t h e o r d i n a r y c o u r s e of 10:32:14 
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1 business? 

2 A. Yes, they were. 

3 Q. Is there yet another inventory 

4 report? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. What time period does the next 

7 ledger entry indicate? 

8 A. This is 7-13-65 through 8-25-66. 

9 Q. Who made those entries? 

10 A. I did. 

11 Q. Did you make them in the ordinary 

12 course of business? 

13 A. Yes, I did. 

14 Q. Does that page appear to be a true 

15 and accurate photocopy of the original ledger? 

16 A. • Yes, it is. 

17 Q. What other information is contained 

18 within this ledger book that you're now 

19 reviewing? 

20 A. It goes to accounts payable. 

21 Q. Is there any information in the 

22 accounts payable section that would help the 

23 United States Environmental Protection Agency 

24 identify customers of Chemical Services? 

25 A. There was a.purchase of material 

10:32:23 

10:32:37 

10:32:45 

10:32:59 

10:33:39 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


216 

1 from Ashland Oil on 4-14-66 and 7-6-66. I 

2 don't know what the material was though. It 

3 was $1,912.46. 

. 4 Q. But it's your testimony that you 

5 don't know whether that would be material for 

6 the process or material that was reclaimed? 

7 A. It's material we paid for. This is 

8 an accounts payable. I think it's material 

9 that we paid for. 

10 Q. And if it's material that Chemical 

11 Services paid for, does that, in your mind and 

12 with.your knowledge of the business, make it 

13 more or less likely that that was material used 

14 in the process or material purchased to 

15 reclaim? 

16 A. It would have been purchased and 

17 reclaimed. I have an Ashland Oil dated 8-1-67. 

18 For $1,241.22 for material. 

19 Q. And that entry, is that made in 

20 your own hand? 

21 A. Yes, it is. 

22 Q. Was that entry made in the ordinary 

23 course of business? 

24 

25 

A, Yes 

10:34:09 
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1 looking at, does that appear to be a true and 

2 accurate copy of the original ledger? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. Do you see any other entries that 

5 indicate customers of Chemical Services during 

6 that time period? 

7 A. General Tire, 7-10-67, $405.90. 

8 Industrial Alkali for material. Would not have 

9 been solvents. It would have been things that 

10 we used to process. 

11 Q. Are you looking at an entry where 

12 Chemical Services made a purchase from that 

13 company? 

14 A. Yes. 5-13-66 from Industrial 

15 Alkali $579.20. That is not resalable 

16 material. That was used in processing. Union 

17 Carbide, 8-12-70, 372.05 for material. I don't 

18 knbw if that was something we used. 

19 We also purchased oil for some 

20 orders that we processed. So I don't remember 

21 if that was purchase of material or something 

22 that we used in process. 

23 Q. All right. When you purchased oil 

24 what was the purpose, why did Chemical Services 

25 purchase oil? 
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with oil 

Q. 
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There was some orders that were run 

So that was an additive to the 

process? 

A. Yes. Yes. Ashland Chemical 

Company 7-19-67, $770 for material. 

Q. And that ledger page you're looking 

at, is that, a true and accurate copy of the 

original? 

A. Yes, it is . 

Q. The original ledger, was that 

created and maintained in the ordinary course 

of business? 

A. Yes, it was. 

8-19-69, General Tire, $549.39 for 

material. Ashland Chemical Company, 7-19-67, 

$600 for material. Chemical Distributors, 

10-30-69, $260.80 for material. 

Q. Now some of this material that 

you're identifying where you purchased it, and 

it's not clear whether you purchased it to be 

used in the process or whether you purchased it 

to reclaim it and then resell it. 

Is there any ledger or.anyplace in 

the accounts of Chemical Services where you 
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would have recorded a sale of reclaimed solvent 

to a third party who hadn't sent materials to 

the site to be reclaimed? 

A. I don't believe that would be in 

the ledger. It would have been in the file 

folders for the companies. 

Q. Did you describe to us here this 

morning what you mean by file folders for the 

companies? 

A. Every company had a file folder. 

All of the papers that came in in reference to 

work with that company were filed in file 

folders. And everything that went out was 

filed, a copy was filed in file folders. 

Q. So if Chemical Services had sold 

some reclaimed solvent to the ABC company there 

would be an ABC company file and you would have 

put the bill of sale in the ABC company's file? 

A. Yes. And the bill of lading would 

have been attached to it. 

Q. But that entry, it sounds like what 

you're telling.me is it was not the practice of 

Chemical Services- to then record that 

particular sale to the ABC company in a 

Chemical Service's ledger? 
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A. It would only show as an accounts 

receivable because we had billed them for 

something. 

Q. And the accounts receivable, would 

that typically have the name of the ABC company 

in the ledger or would it just show up as an 

amount owed? 

A. Well, I'm on accounts receivable 

now, in my next section here. 

Q. In reviewing that --

A. Accounts receivable show the date, 

the name of the company that we invoiced, my 

invoice number and the amount of the sale or 

processing. 

Q. And are you able to determine by 

looking at that page whether, now for instance 

on this page, in the top of the page is marked 

accounts receivable 1970? 

A. Yes 

Q. And the first entry is September 

1st of 1970, and it identifies a company. What 

is the company identified on line one? 

A. Larson Steel Castings, 

Incorporated. 

Q. What was the amount of the invoice? 
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A. $115.50. And it's marked as a 

sale . 

Q. Marked as a sale? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What does that knowing -- you set 

up the books, didn't you, Mrs. Obitts? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When you marked it as a sale what 

did that tell you? 

A. We sold them something we had on 

hand. 

Q. Something you had on hand? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Not necessarily, and in fact 

probably not something, material that you 

received from that company and reclaimed, but 

instead product that you had reclaimed from 

another•company? 

A. Something we had purchased from 

another company and have reclaimed it. Yes. 

Q. So this accounts receivable ledger 

that we're looking, at, the next entry there is 

what company on September 4th? 

A. RO Hall & Company. ... 

Q. What was the amount, the number of 
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the invoice and the amount invoiced? 

A. $300. 

Q. And again that's recorded as a 

sale? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And so again that suggests you told 

them --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- product that you had on hand? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that analysis or that 

description, does that hold then for all of the 

accounts recorded on the page you're looking 

at? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No. 

No? 

No. 

Q. Which accounts - - could you p l e a s e 

d e s c r i b e one of the accounts where i t ' s 

d i f f e r e n t from the d e s c r i p t i o n I j u s t p rov ided? 

A. Here Sylvania E l e c t r i c Products 

I n c o r p o r a t e d an i n v o i c e for $907.50 . And t h a t 

would have been t h e i r r ec la imed m a t e r i a l . 

Q. I s t h e r e any way j u s t by look ing a t 

the l e d g e r t h a t you can t e l l whether i t ' s 
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reclaimed material or sale of product you had 

on hand? 

A. No. I would have to be the one to 

know whether or not we sold it or processed it 

Q. You're telling us, as you sit here 

today, you actually have a recollection that 

with that particular company the service, you 

provided the reclamation service rather than a 

sale of product? 

A. Yes. 

Q. As you go down this list, and we 

looked at the first entry, Larson Steel, and 

you indicated that was a sale of material you 

had on hand. 

The RO Hall, do you know whether 

that was --

A. That was process. That was 

process. They were a small order. 

Q. Could you go down the list of the 

accounts receivable beginning September 1st, 

1970 and identify the company and tell us what 

you recall? 

A. Majestic molding was a $50 sale. 

And that was purchase of a drum material that 

we had on hand. It was not their material. 
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Obitts Chemical Company, which 

means Obitts Chemical paid Chemical Service 

$498 for processing something, which 

occasionally happened if our Obitts Chemical 

Company was jammed up on orders, and it was 

something that Chemical Service could process, 

that we would give it to them to do and pay 

them for doing it. 

Is that clear? 

Q. Yes, that is. Thank you. 

A. Casper Foundry, that is 

reprocessing their material, $495. Miracle 

Adhesives was reprocessing their material for 

$951.89. Sylvania Electric Products was 

processing their material for $907.50. 

Miracle Adhesives Corporation was 

processing their material for $945.12. Duplex 

Manufacturing & Foundry Company, was for sale, 

and it's marked on here of drums, for 122.50. 

Q. Was that material Chemical Services 

had on hand? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes 

If you could just finish the page. 

please 

A. The whole page? 
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Q. Yes. 

A. RO Hall & Company, there are two 

invoices here, one is $100 and one is $150, and 

that was processing their material which we 

did. 

Larson Steel Castings was 115.50, 

that was purchasing some of our material in 

drums. Miracle Adhesives Corporation was 

processing their material for $1,034,88. 

Another Obitts Chemical Company which they 

process something for Obitts, $705.18. 

Casper Foundry was 313.50, and they 

purchased our material. Sylvania Electric 

Products was processing fee of $1,032.50. That 

was October of 1970. 

You want the next one? 

Q. No. I think that will be enough. 

Again these entries, I see these are typed in 

entries ? 

A. Yeah. I did that sometimes. 

Q. Is it your recollection that you 

maintained this ledger during that time period? 

A. Yes, I did. I can tell my own 

writing on my credit and debits. 

Q. So the little initials in there. 
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those were put in with your own hand? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, this is a photo copy of the 

original. Does this appear to be a true and 

accurate copy of the original? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the originals again all made in 

the ordinary course of business? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What other information is in the 

ledger? 

A. More accounts receivable. 

Q. Again, those identify sales to 

customers of Chemical Services? 

A. Yes. Accounts receivable. These 

are all continuing to be accounts receivable. 

Q. What time periods are we seeing 

here? 

A. I'm looking at 1967 right now. 

Q. Now what section of the ledger are 

you reviewing? 

A. I'm 1965 on accounts receivable for 

Chemical Service Corporation. And at that time 

our only customer was Astlett Balata. It's on 

August '65, September '65, October '65, 
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November '65, December '65. 

Q. In fact, your husband set up the 

Chemical Services essentially to service 

Astlett Balata, did he not? 

A. Yes. And this is cash received. 

We're on cash received again. This is kind of 

mixed up, the pages. Cash received 1970. 

Q. Does that indicate from whom the 

cash was received? 

A. Yes 

Q. Are those customers then of 

Chemical Services? 

A. Yes. Except for loans. There's a 

couple loans where I loaned the company some 

money. 

Q. Were you personally loaning the 

company money? 

A. Yes. 

Q. These cash received ledgers, do 

those indicate payments for services or for 

product ? 

A. This is both cash received for 

services and product. 

Q. Again, is there any way by looking 

at the ledger whether a person can determine 
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1 whether it was a cash received for services or 

2 for product on hand? 

3 A. No. 

4 Q. I take it --

5 A. I do have another column called 

6 loan where I lent the company some money, 

7 occasionally, when they were short. I think 

8 all owners do that. 

9 Q. I think you're probably right. 

10 A. These are all cash received. These 

11 are all cash received. 

12 Q. All right. And again that entire 

13 ledger that you've now reviewed, does that 

14 appear to be a true and accurate photocopy of 

15 the original ledger? 

16 A. Yes, it is . 

17 Q. And the original ledger and the 

18 entries that you've reviewed now this morning, 

19 were those all made in the ordinary.course of 

20 busines s ? 

21 A. Yes, they were. 

22 Q. Were those the ledgers that you 

23 relied on to manage the business and to 

24 determine taxes and things of that sort? 

25 A. Yes. These are the ledgers that my 
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accountant always took to do taxes. 

Q. In preparing these ledgers was it 

your goal to ensure that the information within, 

those ledgers was true and accurate to the best 

of your ability? 

A. Yes. 

Q. - This is EPA's Exhibit 18. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Q. Mrs. Obitts, I'd like to show you 

another set of documents. I've marked it for 

purposes of identification as EPA Exhibit 19. 

It consists of one, two, three, four, five, six 

pages. 

If you take a look at that, page 

one is on the Obitts Chemical letterhead. Have 

you ever seen that document before? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you recognize that document 

to be? 

A. This is a brochure type letter that 

we sent out to some people wanting their 

business. It's saying that we have operated a 

distillery for 25 years and that we process 

certain, things and that they can be refined."-" 

It's kind"of an advertising letter. 
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1 Q. Did the company prepare that --

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. -- during the time you worked there 

4 and sent it out to prospective customers? 

5 A. Yes, they did, 

6 Q. Does that appear to be a true and 

7 accurate copy of the original document? 

8 A. Yes, it is. 

9 Q, If you can turn the page and tell 

10 me if you recognize, again it's on Obitts 

11 Chemical Company letterhead, and could you 

12 describe for the ladies and gentlemen here what 

13 is shown on that page? 

14 A. This is a processing and 

15 reclamation telling what we can process. And 

16 it lists the aromatics, the chlorinated 

17 solvents, the latent solvent, the active 

18 solvent and the aliphatics. 

19 Q. Again, was that part of the 

20 advertising material that Obitts Chemicals 

21 prepared and sent to prospective customers? 

22 A. Yes, it is . 

23 Q. If you can turn the page. Now that 

24 third sheet, does it have a title and date? 

25 A. It's dated May 4th, 1967 and it 
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says Obitts Chemical Company on the top. 

Q. Have you ever seen that document 

before? 

A, I don't recall reading this before 

It's kind of a question and answer thing. I 

don't recall this. 

Q. If you can then turn the page. Is 

that a continuation of the page you were just 

looking at? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You don't recognize that document 

either? 

A. No 

Q. All right. What's, the date, 1967. 

To the best of your recollection, you haven't 

seen that document or don't recall seeing that 

document ? 

A, I don't recall this document 

Q. And the document you're looking at 

now again I believe the fifth or sixth page? 

A. It's a list of industrial solvents 

that Obitts Chemical Company can process and 

reclaim. And it gives the flash point, the 

limits of percent by-volume, boiling point, 

water soluble, yes or no, extinguishing method 
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Q. Have you seen that document before? 

A. I don't recall seeing this either. 

This would have been, something that Mr. Obitts 

himself did. I don't remember typing it 

either. 

Q. All right. Thank you, I think 

we're through with that exhibit. 

A. I do remember the brochures. His 

daughter did the art work on those and they 

were in color. 

Q. The brochure being page one and 

page two of EPA's Exhibit 19? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And pages one and two you can 

authenticate as being true and accurate copies 

of the original marketing materials? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. I'm showing you a one-page document 

that I marked for purposes of identification as 

EPA's Exhibit 20. Again it's on Obitts 

Chemical Company stationary. Do you recognize 

that? 

A, This is the --

Q. Do you recognize in particular the 

handwritten annotations? 
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I believe those are Mr. Obitts's 

writing. This page is the same as the page in 

that other document you just gave me, except 

that there's writing in beside each chemical 

and the flash point is written here. 

Q. And that appears to be in your 

husband's hand? 

A. Yes . 

Q. All right. I think we're done with 

that exhibit as well. 

Mrs. Obitts, I'm going to show you 

a document that I've marked for purposes of 

identification as EPA's Exhibit 21. It 

consists of one, two, three, four pages, the 

first of which has some information on the back 

side as well. 

Do you recognize what's shown in 

that sketch or have you ever seen that sketch 

before? 

A, I don't know that I've seen it 

But I know what it is. 

Q. What is it? 

A. I t ' s a p r o p o s e d t a n k f a r m f o r 

C h e m i c a l S e r v i c e C o r p o r a t i o n . 

Q. Do you know when C h e m i c a l S e r v i c e 
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Corporation would have received the proposal 

for the tank farm? 

A, This is dated 6-28-61 

Q. So that would have-been after the 

explosion? 

A.. Yes. There were proposed three 

10,000 gallon tanks. 

Q. Do you know whether that proposal 

was accepted? 

A. I don't know. We didn't do these 

tanks. We never put these tanks in. 

Q. You never built those tanks? 

A. No. 

Q. All right. Then I think we're 

finished with that document, 

A. It's showing drum storage. 

Q. This was a proposal to Chemical 

Services --

A. It was a proposal. But I don't 

believe it was done. 

Q. All right. I'm showing you what I 

believe is going to be the final document, Mrs 

Obitts, and again it's a one, two, three, four 

page document that I've marked for purposes of 

identification as EPA 22. 
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1 Do you recognize or have you ever 

2 seen EPA's Exhibit 22? 

3 A. I don't recall ever seeing this. I 

4 don't even know who drew it. 

5 Q. Okay. 11:02:36 

6 A. Oh, it's done by a registered 

7 architect. Harold Escovitz. 

8 Q. Do you recognize that name? 

9 A. No, I do not'.' "• 

10 Q. That's not a plan or a proposal ii:03:03 

11 that Chemical Services ever accepted or built? 

12 A. . No. 

13 Q. And to the best of your knowledge, 

14 you've never seen this document before? 

15 A, No. 11:03:12 

16 MR. KAISER: All right. Thank you. 

17 Well, Mrs. Obitts, at this point I 

18 believe USEPA has concluded its examination.at 

19 least based on the documents we have in hand 

20 now. 11:03:27 

21 What I ' d l i k e t o do i s o f f e r , a s 

22 w e ' v e a g r e e d , an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r some of t h e 

23 l a d i e s a n d g e n t l e m e n h e r e t o a s k f o l l o w - u p 

24 q u e s t i o n s t o p e r h a p s c l a r i f y t h e r e c o r d f o r t h e 

25 c o u r t r e p o r t e r ' s b e n e f i t . And a s I u n d e r s t a n d ii:03:4i 
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it, we'll then adjourn with the idea that we'll 

come back sometime in January or February to 

question you further, Mrs. Obitts. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. KAISER: At this point I'm 

going to yield the floor. And why don't we 

just start to your right and as people have 

questions by way of clarification they'll ask 

them. 

Aga.in, Mrs. Obi t. ts.,t if_.. yoû r̂ tn̂ B̂ d.:. tp.,;. 

take a break at any time, just let us know. 

We'll be happy to stop. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. PANZA: I'll be more than happy 

to go first. 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

BY MR. PANZA: 

Q. Mrs. Obitts, my name's Richard 

Panza and I represent Ross Incineration 

Services, Inc. You probably knew it back then 

as Robert Ross & Sons? 

A. 'Yes . 

Q. Just a couple questions, you're 

buying spent solvents? 

A. Yes. 
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1 Q. And I think you testified yesterday 

2 you're buying it from General Tire & Rubber and 

3 perhaps even Firestone, is that correct? 

4 A. Yes. We bought some from Ross too. 

5 Q. That's my inquiry. When did you do 

6 that? 

7 A. It was over a period of time. I 

8 couldn't give you exact dates. Occasionally 

9 Bob Ross would call my husband, Russ, on the 

10' phone and say I have a load of solvent here to 

11 dispose of, but it looks pretty good to me, 

12 Russ, would you be interested in buying it for 

13 resale? 

14 And he would go out and check the 

15 material, and if he thought it was something we 

16 could process and resell, he would buy it from 

17 Bob Ross. 

18 Q. How much would he pay? 

19 A. I don't remember that. 

20 Q. Do you remember how much he paid 

21 General Tire & Rubber for solvents? 

22 A. No, I don't. I don't have Obitts 

23 Chemical Company records on this. 

24 Q. I notice on some of these ledgers 

25 when we're talking about General Tire & Rubber, 
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or other companies you have particularly in 

regards to the inventory, and I'm speaking now 

of Exhibit 18, I've noticed that when you were 

talking about the inventory you just list 

gallonages, but you also list price per gallon 

and then you list a total amount, is that not 

correct? 

A, Yes 

Q. And I was noticing, for instance, 

that with General Tire & Rubber. ,::yQU indicated .•.. 

that what you remember purchasing from them for 

Chemical Service was spent solvent, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have the word hexane on that 

inventory? 

A. Yes. 

Q. For General Tire & Rubber? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When I see that term hexane on that 

inventory list, do you mean that to-be spent 

solvent ? 

A. Yes 

Q, So when I s e e t h e w o r d G e n e r a l T i r e 

& R u b b e r , h e x a n e , i t ' s r e a l l y s p e n t s o l v e n t 

t h a t you p u r c h a s e d , c o r r e c t ? 
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A. That ' s correct 1 

2 Q. And you were in fact on that ledger 

3 listing your cost of that spent solvent, 

4 correct? 

5 A. . Yes, I was, . 

6 Q. So if it says six cents a gallon, 

7 if it says 8,200 gallons at six cents a gallon 

8 for $420, we can interpret that you bought 

9 8,200 gallons of that spent solvent from 

10 . . General Tire & Rubber, you'paid six cents-a 

11 gallon, and the total charge on your inventory 

12 would be $420? 

13 A. That's correct. 

14 Q, Would it also be applicable for us 

15 to go back even where you don't have a list of 

16 inventory? 

17 Yesterday you mentioned General 

18 Tire & Rubber, and I don't mean to pick out 

19 General Tire & Rubber. I'm talking about 

20 anyone. If in fact you said you were buying 

21 spent solvent and you paid $562,. would it be 

22 reasonable to divide $562 by six cents a gallon 

23 to determine approximately how many gallons of 

24 spent solvent you were purchasing? 

25 A. Yes. That's how I would do it. 
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Q, Now, you indicated yesterday on 

Exhibit 3, you defined customers on Exhibit 3, 

did you not? Do you remember Exhibit 3? I'll 

bet you don't, I'll bet you half the people in 

the room wouldn't remember Exhibit 3, 

Why don't we show you Exhibit 3. 

MR. KAISER: Three was the amended 

deposition notice. 

MR. PANZA: Yes, it was. She used 

it in order to determine who the customers were 

and who weren't. 

Q. Mrs. Obitts, yesterday you went 

through this and you were talking about 

customers? 

A, Yes 

MR. NASH: Do you want her to look 

at the list. Rich? 

MR. PANZA: Yes. 

Q. Yesterday you were asked to review 

that list and then identify who were the 

customers and I believe it was of Obitts 

Chemical. 

MR. PANZA: Was it not, Steve? 

MR. KAISER: I believe it was. 

A. Yes. 
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1 Q, And you named a group of people, 

2 and in fact, you were asked that same question 

3 twice and you went through the list at least 

4 twice and you named a group of people, 

5 Would it be fair to say that based ii:io:02 

6 upon your review of that list we should be 

7 guided by your testimony as opposed to your 

8 highlights? Do you know what I mean by 

9 highlights? 

10 . • Exhibit. 3 . is highlighted, is it . . ii:.i0:i7 

11 not, in yellow? 

12 A, Yes, I did the highlighting. 

13 Q. I'm sure you did. But when you in 

14 fact gave testimony today you didn't 

15 necessarily name as customers everyone that's ii:i0:26 

16 highlighted on that list? 

17 A. Okay. 

18 Q. So my q u e s t i o n i s , w o u l d i t b e f a i r 

19 t o r e l y u p o n y o u r t e s t i m o n y of who y o u r 

20 c u s t o m e r s a r e a s o p p o s e d t o who i s o r who i s ii:iO:3J 

21 n o t • h i g h l i g h t e d ? 

22 A. E v e r y o n e on t h i s l i s t t h a t i s 

23 h i g h l i g h t e d w e r e o u r c u s t o m e r s . 

24 Q. O k a y . So t h a t w o u l d b e c o n t r a r y t o 

25 y o u r t e s t i m o n y y e s t e r d a y ? ii:i0:52 
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Okay. I'm sorry if I didn't make 1 A. 

2 it clear. 

3 Q. That's okay. I need to clarify. 

4 MR. KAISER: I'm going to object to 

5 the form 'of the question as argumentative. ii:ii:oi 

6 MR. PANZA: Okay. Noted. 

7 Q.'- B u t i f i n f a c t t h e r e ' s a 

8 contradiction between the highlights and your 

9 testimony,, that would be something that you 

10 didn't. even realize until today, would that be ii:ii:if 

11 fair? 

12 A. That would be fair to say. 

13 Q, And again, we're all here. And to 

14 be fair, you're trying to remember events that 

15 occurred 40 years ago, correct? ii:ii:32 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. And you've met a number of times 

18 with the USEPA, have you not? 

19 A. I have. 

20 Q. And they have helped you refresh ii:ii:39 

21 your recollection, have they not? 

22 A. Yes, they have. 

23 Q. Now, I n o t i c e d on some of t h e s e , 

24 E x h i b i t s 16, 17, 18, l e d g e r s , - t h e r e d o e s n ' t 

25 appear t o be my c l i e n t ' s name l i s t e d anywhere, ii:ii:55 
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Ross. And these ledgers were your attempt to 

keep accurate accounts of who you purchased 

from and who you sold to, were they not? 

A. They were. But, those ledgers were 

from Chemical Services Corporation. We do not 

have access to the accounts receivable or 

payable for Obitts Chemical Company. 

Q. I thank you and I appreciate that. 

And I did notice that. But my point is this. 

To the extent that the ledgers differ from your 

recollection, would it be fair to assume that 

the ledgers are more accurate than your 

recollection? 

A. A b s o l u t e l y . T h e y ' r e w r i t t e n 

r e c o r d , 

Q. O k a y . T h a n k y o u . 

MR. PANZA: Did you w a n t t o o b j e c t . 

S t e v e ? 

o b j e c t i o n . 

MR. KAISER: No. . I w i t h d r e w t h e 

MR. PANZA: I d o n ' t mean t o r u s h . 

And i f a n y o n e w a n t s t o o b j e c t d u r i n g t h e c o u r s e 

of my e x a m i n a t i o n , p l e a s e f e e l f r e e t o do s o . 

I g i v e e v e r y o n e a s t a n d i n g 

o b j e c t i o n t o e v e r y q u e s t i o n I a s k , s o you 
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1 needn't even object, assure yourself that you 

,2 have an objection. 

3 MR, KAISER: Thus far it hasn't 

4 been too objectionable, 

5 MR, PANZA: Okay, I aim to please 

6 Q, I haven't been privy to all of the 

7 exhibits, and Steve has graciously allowed us 

8 to come back at some particular time, 

9 It is true, is it not, that your 

10 relationship with Ross.was primarily they were 

11 your disposers of whatever waste you didn't 

12 reclaim? 

13 A, Yes, they were. 

14 Q. They took thousands of gallons of 

15 waste from your site to their site, correct? 

16 A. That's correct, 

17 Q, And at the time, I think we're 

18 dealing with the '60s, they actually had an 

19. incinerator, but they also had a.landfill, did 

20 they not? 

21 A. Yes, they did. 

22 Q. Do you know what they were doing 

23 with the waste? Were they landfilling it or 

24 were they incinerating it? 

25 A. I don't really know for sure. 
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Q, That's fine, I don't want you to 

testify if you don't know for sure, by the way. 

I don't want you to guess. 

A, I know that Mr, Obitts started Bob 

Ross in business, Russ had materials to get 

rid of and he and Bob were very close friends, 

very close, Russ even dated his sister. 

That's how close, they were a very close 

family. 

And Ross said, oh, heck, Russ, I'll 

get rid of your waste for you. And that's how 

he started, . 

Q. In the early '50s? • 

A. Yes. 

you 

Q. 

A. 

Well, Bob is grateful, I can assure 

Yes 

Q. In fact, just to keep the record 

clear, Mr. Obitts, after he sold his business 

actually went to work for Ross, did he not? 

A. Yes, he did, as a consultant. 

Q. For many years he worked for Mr. 

Ross, did he not? 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. You indicated that you actually had 
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1 a tanker which you would fill and then he would 

2 carry off, correct? 

3 A. Correct. 

4 Q. Would there be times when you would 

5 utilize Mr. Ross's transportation in order to 

6 pick up waste, say at one particular generator 

7 and actually bring it to Obitts Chemical? 

8 A. No, He would pick up the dirty 

9 material at our plant. And usually it was Gary 

10 Ross, his son,,.: that came. And they would take . 

11 it to Ross disposal, 

12 Q, Do you have any recollection of 

13 utilizing his transportation services in order 

14 to pick up from a generator and bring to Obitts 

15 Chemical? 

16 A. Only materials that we purchased 

17 from Bob Ross, 

18 Q, Okay, So they'd be only materials 

19 you would purchase from Bob Ross? 

20 A, Yes, 

21 Q. And those would be' materials, Mr. 

22 Ross did not have a facility which generated 

23 spent solvents, did he? 

24 A. No. 

25 Q. To the extent that Mr. Ross sold 
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you spent solvents, he'd actually have to pick 

them up from somewhere else? 

A, That's correct, 

Q. That was your understanding? 

A. Yes, 

Q, None of his processes produced 

anything that he took to your facility, is that 

not correct? 

A. That's correct 

• Q, Now, to the extent that he would 

bring you spent solvents, you would process 

those spent solvents, correct? 

A, Yes, 

Q, And then you would give him back 

whatever was generated as a result of that 

process? 

A, No. We would sell it. We would 

buy it from him and resell it. 

Q. I apologize. Let me revisit that. 

A. He would get the sludge back. 

Q. There you go. That's what I meant 

A. Yes. 

Q, Thank you. He would bring you 

spent solvents, correct? 

A. Yes. 
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1 Q. And you would process those spent 

2 solvents, and from those spent solvents, two 

3 things would be produced, correct? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. One would be clean solvent which 

6 you would then sell to someone else? 

7 A. Correct. 

8 Q. The second would be spent solvent 

9 which you would then give back to him and he 

10 would take and dispose of? .. •.-:•.-. ;.....:....• 

11 A. That's right. 

12 Q. And if it's done correctly there 

13 would be nothing left after that process? 

14 A. Correct. 

15 Q. Is it fair to say that you would 

16 only have your recollection of how much or how 

17 often you purchased spent solvent from Mr. 

18 Ross, that there wouldn't be any documents to 

19 refresh your recollection? 

20 A. There would be documents with 

21 Obitts Chemical Company. But we don't have 

22 access to the records. There would be a pickup 

23 slip, processing information in the file 

24 • folders. 

25 
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and I apologize. I want to draw a distinction 

between what could have been produced at the 

time versus what you've seen now. Okay, 

A, Uh-huh, 

Q, And what you're telling me is that 

at the time you purchased any of these 

chemicals there would have been just a number 

of documents that you would have in order to 

rely on to refresh your recollection on? 

A. Yes. . 

now? 

Q. 

A. 

But you don't have those documents 

No 

Q. Nor have you seen those documents 

in years and years and years, correct? 

A. No. 

Q. No, you haven't seen them in years 

and years? 

A. No. 

Q. So those documents may be in the 

possession of Chemical Recovery, they may be in' 

the possession of the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency. They may be 

in the possession of anyone, but they're not in 

your possession? 
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A. That's correct 

Q. And you haven't seen them in 

probably 30 to 40 years? 

A. That's correct. 

MR. PANZA: That's all I have right 

now, Mrs. Obitts. Thank you. 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

BY MR. GRAHAM: ,... . 

Q. David Graham representing Ashland 

and CNA Holdings. I would like to ask you 

questions later, but I would like to ask you a 

couple now. I was thinking abou-t Exhibit 18, 

where there's any number of purchases of 

material shown --

A. Yes 

Q. - - was the only way you could t e l l 

whether m a t e r i a l was to be r ec l a imed or 

something t h a t would have been bought , to he lp 

your p r o c e s s i n g , your r e c o l l e c t i o n , you c a n ' t 

t e l l i t from t h i s document, could you? 

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t . I could only t e l l 

i t from memory. 

Q. I guess I would have to. a sk . Do 

you r e c a l l t h e r e ' s one example you .have 7-19-67 

Ashland Chemical $770. Would you have any 
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1 recollection of whether that might have been 

2 material you would have bought as a product to 

3 help you reprocess as a raw material versus 

4 spent solvents? 

5 . A. It would have been a spent solvent ii:20:33 

6 because we bought used material, used solvents 

7 if we bought it. Or if we reclaimed it, it 

8 would have been a spent solvent also. 

9 Q. Didn't you buy some materials that 

10 weren't spent solvents? . . ii:20:5i 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. Caustic for example? 

13 . A. No. That was for processing, yes, 

14 . we bought oil, calcium chloride and caustic 

15 soda. 11:21:03 

16 Q. And do you recall who you bought 

17 these from, oil, calcium chloride and caustic 

18 soda? 

19 A. I saw i t i n t h e l e d g e r t h e r e . a n d i t 

20 was m a r k e d c a u s t i c . I t may h a v e b e e n , I ' m n o t ii:2i:20 

21 s u r e a t t h e moment , i t may h a v e b e e n U n i o n 

22 C a r b i d e . Bu t i t ' s i n t h e l e d g e r a n d i t ' s shown 

23 i n t h e l e d g e r a s c a u s t i c . 

24 Q. F o r t h e o i l do you r e c a l l who you 

25 p u r c h a s e d o i l f rom? ii:2i:3£ 
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1 A. I don't recall. Sometimes we had 

2 oil brought in drums that was material to be 

3 reclaimed and turned out to be drums of oil. 

4 My husband checked every order that came into 

5 our yard. He did a lab test on every order and 

6 if it wasn't what they said it was, he would 

7 let them know. 

8 Q. Calcium chloride, do you recall who 

9 you purchased that from? 

10 A. I don't recall. 

11 Q. Are those the three main raw 

12 . materials that you would have bought from 

13 companies that would have been used in the 

14 processing of your materials? 

15 A. Yes. Yes. 

16 MR. GRAHAM: I think that's all the 

17 questions I have at this point. 

18 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

19 MR. McWILLlAMS: My name is Doug 

20 McWilliams, Mrs. Obitts. I represent the 

21 Chemical Recovery Systems site group, the 

22 group, potentially responsible parties. We're 

23 currently conducting an investigation at the 

24 CRS site with the administrative consent of the 

25 USEPA. 
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1 As such I wanted to put on the 

2 record that the questions that I have for you 

3 today are on behalf of the group. And all of 

4 the individual members as well as myself retain 

5 and preserve our ability to come back in 

6 January or February at your availability to 

7 continue this discussion, and these questions, 

8 as I think there is a lot of information to yet 

9 talk about. But I do have a few questions 

10 ,-.. t o d a y . • • . 

11 We have been at it at hour and 20 

12 minutes. Do you need a break at this time? 

13 THE WITNESS: I think that would be 

14 nice to take a break. 

15 MR. McWILLlAMS: Why don't we take 

16 a break and I'll ask my questions after. 

17 (Recess had . ) •, . . 

18 MR. KAISER: Let the record reflect 

19 that we're resuming the deposition of Mrs. 

20 Dorothy Obitts. 

21 .. EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

22 BY MR. McWILLlAMS: 

23 Q. Good morning again, Mrs. Obitts. 

24 A. Good morning. 

25 Q. I'm Doug McWilliams representing 
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1 CRS. Just before the break you had indicated 

2 that all the solvent purchased by Chemical 

3 Services was spent solvent, is th.at correct? 

4 A. That's correct. 

5 Q. That would include solvents that ii:43:38 

6 you received or purchased from Harshaw 

7 Chemical, is that correct? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q, Would that include solvents 

10 purchased or received from General Tire? . .ii:43:49 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. So to the extent that the records 

13 reflect a purchase of a solvent material from. 

14 any company, that would reflect a spent solvent 

15 in your mind? ii:44:07 

16 A. Yes, it would. 

17 Q. Some of the records that you 

18 reviewed this morning and yesterday had the 

19 title inventory at the top of the page. Do you 

20 recall reviewing those yesterday? ii:44:'22 

21 A. Yes, 

22 Q, Can you h e l p u s u n d e r s t a n d w h a t 

23 t h a t r e f e r s t o , w h a t - i s m e a n t by i n v e n t o r y ? 

24 A. I t was t h e m a t e r i a l t h a t we h a d on 

25 h a n d i n o u r y a r d . And i t w o u l d m o s t l i k e l y b e ii:44:34 
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somebody else's material that we had reclaimed 

or were going to reclaim. 

,'.. It was not our inventory as 

material we owned. It was what was sitting 

there. To our accountant it meant money coming 

in because it was to be processed and returned. 

Q. Thank you. So to the extent that 

there were solvents listed as inventory and 

those solvents had value --

A. Yes 

Q. ,.-- th.ose solvents would have been 

purchased or acquired as spent solvents from 

another company, is that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. So to the extent that Harshaw 

Chemical is listed on the inventory list and 

there is a solvent related to that entry, that 

would have been received from Harshaw as a 

spent solvent and then remained in inventory 

for CRS at the end of the year? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Mrs. Obitts, yesterday you went 

through a rather long list of customers and 

helped us understand the amount of material and 

duration of their customer relationship with 
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1 Obitts Chemical and Chemical Services from 1962 

2 to 1974, can you recall? 

3 A. Ye s. 

4 Q. I'd like to go back over some of 

5 that testimony and information and fill it out ii:46:29 

6 a bit. To the extent that a complete record 

7 will help us move forward with this case, let 

8 me start with Addressograph, was Addressograph 

9 a customer? 

10 A. Yes, they were. ii:47:0i 

11 Q. Were they a customer of Obitts 

12 Chemical? 

13 A. Yes. They were a customer of 

14 Obitts Chemical also, as well as Chemical 

15 Service. ii:47:ii 

16 Q. Thank you. Do you know them by any 

17 other names? 

18 A. No, I don't. 

19 Q. Who was the contact person at 

20 Addressograph? ii:47:2i 

21 A. I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r . They w e r e n o t a 

22 b i g c u s t o m e r . I t was a s m a l l q u a n t i t y t h a t we 

23 p r o c e s s e d f o r t h e m . 

24 Q. Do you r e c a l l t h e l o c a t i o n w h e r e 

25 you p i c k e d up f rom A d d r e s s o g r a p h ? ii:47:33 
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A, No, I don't, 

Q, Do you know what business they were 

in? 

A, No, I don't. 

Q. Were there changes in their 

business over time as it relates to CRS or as 

it relates to Obitts Chemical or Chemical 

Services? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you recall when Addressograph 

became a customer? 

A, No 

Q. Were they a customer when you 

started in 1962? 

A, Let me think a minute. I'm not 

sure. I think they were. But I'd say they 

were not a frequent customer. 

Q. Were they a customer, to your 

knowledge, when you left in 1974? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. Before we move much further, if you 

could describe at what point you did leave the 

business, was it 1974? 

A. Yes. When Chemical Recovery 

purchased our business and they leased our 
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1 company, in the beginning I left. I spent two 

2 weeks prior to that with a Mr. Dick Johnson. 

3 I showed him everything that went 

4 on in our office, how we did everything, how I 

5 had a list of materials that came in and went 

6 out. And that we had file folders for every 

7 customer and all their papers, the file folder. 

8 I showed him my bookkeeping. And he did spend 

9 two weeks with me prior to the final sale and 

10 when I left he took over the office. 

11 Q. Did you have any further contact 

12 after the transaction? 

13 A. No. But my husband did. My 

14 husband did consulting for them after the sale. 

15 Q. Do you have knowledge of the nature 

16 of that consulting? 

17 A. He went to the plant for a short 

18 time every day. If they had any questions 

19 about any orders he was there to tell them. He 

20 did some lab work for them. We have a lab at 

21 our office. 

22 And he didn't stay the whole day, 

23 but he did go there every day for a period of 

2 4 time. 

25 Q. Do you recall when in 1974 the 
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transaction was complete between --

A, It was completed January 1st. 

Q. So after January 1st of 1974 you 

didn't have further involvement at this site? 

A. No. 

Q. With regards to the operating --

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. -- business? 

A. No. 

Q. You remained however an owner of" 

the site, is that correct? 

A. Yes. I owned the property. They 

later purchased it, but they quit paying for 

it. 

Q. When you say they purchased it? 

A. I mean Chemical Service Corporation 

later purchased the property from me. 

Q. Is this Chemical Service 

Corporation the Obitts company or the Chemical 

Recovery Systems, Incorporated? 

A. Chemical Recovery is the one that 

purchased everything. They took over Chemical-

Service Corporation and Obitts Chemical 

Company. 

Q. So the company that acquired the 
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1 land from you, at least the land from you, was 

2 Chemical Recovery S-ystems., Inc.? 

3 A. Yes, it "was. And they defaulted on 

4 payments and I went to court and got a judgment 

5 against them and the courts gave me the ii:5i:20 

6 property back. That's why I still own it. 

7 Q. And you remain the owner today? 

8 A. Yes, I do. 

9 Q, Mrs, Obitts, are you leasing this 

10 property at this time? ii:-5i.:35 

11 A, r am not leasing the property, 

12 There are two old buildings on the property, 

13 There's a man who's storing some things in 

14 those two buildings. He doesn't have the whole 

15 property. And he pays me $500 a month to store ii:5i:4! 

16 things in the building like carpeting, 

17 And he has an aluminum door 

18 installation, doors, windows. He does 

19 carpeting. His business name is M&M 

20 Improvements and they have a business on ii:52:07 

21 Cleveland Street. They're not allowed to store 

22 anything outside in that location. So he 

23 stores his excess materials in my buildings. 

24 And he pays me $500 a month, which I put away 

25 to pay the taxes. ii:52:25 
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1 Q. And your principal contact.at M&M 

2 Improvements is who? 

3 "A. Is John Music, He's the owner. He 

4 has the keys to the property, I think you may 

5 have contacted him to get in there. 

6 Q. Yes. Thank you. 

7 A. That's who rents the two buildings. 

8 . . Q. Have you leased the property to 

9 other entities over the years? 

10 A. .. At one time when Chemical Recovery 

11 moved out of -.there, they rented the property to 

12 a Port-a-potty company. And for a few months 

13 they stored outdoor toilets, portable toilets 

14 on the property. And they weren't there very 

15 long because they didn't pay any rent and I 

16 evicted them. 

17 And then another renter was a man 

18 who purchased old cars. And he didn't pay me 

19 any rent, the rent, so I evicted him. That's 

20 the only ones that rented it. 

21 Q. Do you know if the port a John or 

22 Port-a-potty company, did they release any 

23 contaminants on the site, to your knowledge? 

24 A. No. They just stored the things 

25 there. They picked them up and brought them 
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back to that location. They didn't store 

anything else. 

Q. And was it an auto repair company? 

A. He kind of did this in his spare 

time . 

Q. Who is he, please? 

A. I'm trying to think of his name. I 

can't. I do have it at home, I have a file on 

him at home because the court evicted him. And 

he left some cars there and the court sent them 

to a junk yard and sold them. And they gave me 

the money in lieu of rent, some.-rent, not all 

of it. 

name ? 

Q. 

A, 

Do you recall if he had a business 

No I doubt if he had a business 

name. He was a man who loyed old cars and he 

just bought old cars and stored them there and 

in his spare time he would do repair on them 

inside the building, the cement block building, 

Q. Were there other leaseholders? 

A. No. - -

Q. What about p r i o r to Chemical 

Recovery Systems, I n c . , were t h e r e any t ime 

p e r i o d s where you l e a s e d p o r t i o n s of the 
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property during the period of ownership? 

A. No. 

Q, Returning then to Addressograph. 

Addressograph we've identified as a customer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Of both Obitts Chemical and 

Chemical Services, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q, Anything particularly memorable 

about this customer? 

A, No 

Q, Did your company receive material 

from Addressograph?-

A, We picked it up. It was in drums. 

Q. And did you return materials to 

Addressograph? 

A. Yes, we did. 

Q. Do you know what the materials were 

that you picked up? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Do you know if there were any 

markings on the drums you picked up that made 

them particularly Addressograph drums? 

A. No. Few' drums that came to us was 

spent material, were marked from where they 
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1 came. We start them together, one company in 

2 one place and another company in another place 

3 in our yard, they were not marked with names, 

4 Q. . According to my notes from your 

5 testimony yesterday, I understand you testified ii:56:25 

6 that there were approximately five loads per 

7 year. Is that consistent with your 

8 recollection today? 

9 A, Yes, 

10 Q. And that each load was ii:56:36 

11 approximately 10 drums per load. Is that still 

12 consistent? 

13 A. Yes, they were small. 

14 Q. And do you recall whether they were 

15 a customer during the entire period 1962 to ii:56:4! 

16 1974? 

17 . A. To the best of my knowledge they 

18 were. Like I say, I don't have Obitts Chemical 

19 books to look it up. That would be perfect 

20 proof. 11:57:06 

21 Q. Do you know w h a t was d o n e w i t h t h e 

22 m a t e r i a l s f rom A d d r e s s o g r a p h o n c e t h e y a r r i v e d 

23 a t y o u r s i t e ? 

24 A. I f t h e y w e r e n ' t p u t r i g h t i n t o t h e 

25 p l a n t f o r p r o c e s s , t h e d r u m s w e r e s t o r e d n e x t ii:57:i5 
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to the process building to be processed, 

Q, And then once they were processed 

do you know what process they went through? 

A, It was through our stills that they 

were processed, put in clean drums and loaded 

on a truck. We usually use the straight truck 

for them because the orders were not huge. It 

was a truck that held 32 drums. 

'•̂•' Q, So when you said 10 drums per load 

and 32 drum capacity truck, would there have, 

been others that were picked up at the same 

time as Addressograph? 

A, Not usually, 

Q. So you would send the 32 drum truck 

up to pick up the 10 drums and they would 

return the drums? 

A. Yes, because that was our smallest 

truck 

Q. Were there ever situations where 

you would combine loads from various customers? 

A. No. 

Q. So each truck that went out was 

designated for a particular pickup? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that's true no matter how far 
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1 away you had to go? 

2 A. That's true. But had we had 

3 customers who lived far, who had businesses far 

4 away like in New York, we would plan it for 62 

5 drum load, because it wasn't economically 

6 feasible to pick up less than that and we would 

7 ask them to save up to that many drums because 

8 we didn't want to pick up 20 or 30. It 

9 wouldn't pay. 

10 Q. How far would you go before you 

11 would require a full 62 drum.load? 

12 A. We would only go in our local area 

13 like Cleveland, Elyria, Akron, Medina. It was 

14 Plastic Coating, Mansfield. It would be in our 

15 own radius of miles that I don't know exactly 

16 how many miles. But we would not go a long 

17 distance for a small load. 

18 Q. So anything beyond that parameter 

19 you would schedule a full load? 

20 A. That's correct. 

21 Q. When you did a'pickup? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And the full load with a straight 

24 truck was 32 drums? 

25 
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1 truck on a long distance trip. 

2 Q. If you would go through the other 

3 trucks that you used and identify the capacity 

4 of those vehicles. What was the next truck 

5 besides the straight truck? 

6 A, We had vans. We had two vans which 

7 carried 62 drums and our other trailers were 

8 tankers, 

9 Q, And the capacity of the tankers? 

10 A. We had 4,000 gallons, 5,000 gallons 

11 and 6,000 gallon capacity. .'We had dirty tanker 

12 and clean tanker. 

13 Q. And these.three tankers, were they 

14 all dirty tankers? 

15 A. No. 

16 -Q. Which.one was the dirty tanker? 

17 A. There was only one that was a dirty 

18 tanker, that was about 5,000 gallon capacity. 

19 We had stainless steel that carried 6,000 

20 gallons and we had another one that carried 

2.1 4,000 gallons. 

22 Q. So the stainless steel 6,000 tanker 

23 would have been designated for clean solvent? 

24 A. That's right.' That's all. 

25 Q. And the 4,000 gallon tanker, was 
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that designated for cleaning or dirty solvent? 

A.. Clean solvent, 

Q, Now, would the same hold true for 

the tanker trucks, that is if you had to make a 

pickup with a tanker truck, you schedule a full 

load for the tanker truck? 

A. Yes 

Q, And was that true for any pickups? 

A, That was true for all pickups. He 

would try to schedule a full load. There were 

a few times where there might have been 3,500 

gallon, but we did that. But we wouldn't pick 

up 2,000 gallons because it wouldn't be 

feasible economically. 

Q. So the minimum was 3,500 gallons? 

A. Yes. 

.Q. And it could be as high as 5,000 

gallons? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And each pickup was designated to a 

specific company, is that correct? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Can you state, based on your 

experience as the bookkeeper, record keeper for 

this business, what the average amount you pick 
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up in a tanker would be, recognizing that 3,500 

is a minimum and 5,000 is a maximum? 

A. Our average pickup was 4,000 . 

gallons of dirty material and that would be 

brought back and pumped into the process plant 

for distillation. We didn't sit on top of 

orders and hold them very long. Most people 

wanted their materials back right away. 

Q. Were there any other trucks that 

you used besides the. dirty tanker, the two vans 

with 62 drum capacity and the straight truck 

with 32 drum capacity to pick up material? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you indicate in your testimony 

that you returned material to Addressograph? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When you returned that material 

would it have been in one of the clean tankers? 

A. It would have been in clean drums 

Q. I'm sorry. In clean drums? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How would those have been 

transported? 

A. Pardon. 

Q. In. what truck would those have been 
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transported? 

A. In the straight truck. 

Q. Were there markings on the drums 

when you returned them to Addressograph? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. What sort of markings were on the 

drums ? 

A. We would have their names on the 

drums when we returned them, most of them. 

Q.- How would you put the names on the 

drums? 

A. With a stencil, the foreman would 

have done that. 

Q. 

A, 

Painted over? 

Yes 

Q. Were they any particular color? 

A. White. 

Q. Did Addressograph, to your 

knowledge, provide you any specifications as to 

how clean the solvent needed to be before they 

would accept it back? 

A. No,- they didn't. We actually took 

all impurities out of the solvent. When they 

received the solvent back it was clear just 

like it was when they bought it new. 
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1 Q. Thank you. I'd like to move on to 

- 2 Beaver Paint Company. Are you familiar with 

3 Beaver Paint Company as a customer? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Were they a customer of Obitts 

6 Chemical? 

7 A. Obitts Chemical, yes. 

8 Q. Were they also a customer of 

9 Chemical Services? 

10 A. No. 

11 Q. Did you know Beaver Paint by any 

12 other names? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. Do you recall who your contact 

15 person was at Beaver Paint? 

16 A. I don't recall. 

17 Q. Do you recall the location of the 

18 Beaver Paint facility? 

19 A. Pennsylvania. I don't remember 

20 what town. 

21 Q. But you know it was in 

22 Pennsylvania? 

23 A. Yeah. 

24 Q. Was it always in the 'same location 

25 in Pennsylvania? 
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A. Yes. Where we picked up was, yes. 

Q. Was there a designated driver for 

that load? 

A. No. It would have been any of our 

drivers that are foreman decided to schedule. 

Q. Do you know what business Beaver 

Paint was in? 

A. No 

Q, Do you know when they became a 

customer-of Obitts Chemical? 

A. I don't recall when 

Q. Do you recall whether they were a 

customer at the time you started in 1962? 

A. Yes, they were. I recall getting 

calls from them to be picked up. 

Q. Do you recall if they were still a 

customer when you stopped at Obitts January 1 

of 1974? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. You indicated in your testimony 

yesterday, according to my notes, that there 

were approximately five loads per year that 

were picked up from Beaver Paint. Is that 

consistent with your recollection today? 

A. Yes. 

12:05:21 

12:05:33 

12:05:45 

12:05:59 

12:06:09 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

273 

Q, And you indicated that there would 

be how many gallons, I'm sorry, is this tanks 

or drums? 

A. This was tanker 

Q, How much would you pick up in a 

tanker from Beaver Paint? • -

A. We ordinarily pick up a full load 

of 4,000 gallons, 

Q, Earlier you had indicated that the 

average load was 4,000 gallons. Would you 

occasionally pick up more than 4,000 gallons? 

A, No. Our dirty tanker wouldn't hold 

it. 

Q. You indicated that the tanker, the 

dirty tanker had capacity of 5,000 gallons, is 

that correct? 

A. Wait a minute. Let me think a 

minute. No. I think our dirty tanker had a 

capacity of 4,000 gallons and that's what we 

generally pick up. I made a mistake on that. 

Sorry. 

Q. That's fine. It's important that 

we get the record straight. I 'appreciate yo'Cf"" 

correcting it. If there's anything along the 

way that you decide you need to correct on the 
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record, let's make sure we do it now. I 

appreciate your candor. 

A. I lay in bed and think about this 

at night. 

MR, NASH: I think we'll probably 

provide Mrs, Obitts with a copy of the 

transcript that she can look at her leasure 

like anybody else, so she can identify any 

inaccuracies. 

MR. McWILLlAMS: We would certainly 

support that. 

Q. The dirty tanker truck had a 4,000 

gallon capacity, to the best of your 

recollection? 

A, Yes 

Q. So the average size load given that 

the capacity was 4,000 gallons, what would the 

average load be? 

A. Average, we would pick up 

ordinarily a full, tanker full of dirty 

material. That was always our goal. 

Q. And the minimum would be 3,500? 

A. About 3,500. If we went to 2,000 

we would lose money doing that. 

Q. And certainly with a trip to 
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1 Pennsylvania you would be looking to schedule a 

2 full load, correct? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q, Did Obitts Chemical also return 

5 solvent to Beaver Paint, clean solvent? 

6 A, Yes, We returned it in the clean 

7 tanker. 

8 Q. Do you know what type of solvent or 

9 material you picked up from Beaver Paint? 

10 A. No. -'I don't recall. We had many 

11 different types of solvents that we reclaimed. 

12 I don't recall what it was. 

13 Q. When the materials arrived on site 

14 how were the tankers processed? 

15 A. I didn't hear you. 

16 Q. How were the materials that arrived 

17 in tankers stored or processed on site? 

18 A. How would materials arrive here to 

19 our plant? 

20 ' Q. Yes. 

21 A. In tankers . 

22 Q. How were they stored or processed 

23 once they arrived? 

24 A. Ordinarily material picked up in 

25 the tanker was put right through the plant. We 
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worked three shifts around the clock every day, 

weekends, Sundays. We never shut down. And we 

ordinarily would pump the material into the 

plant and process it. And we would plan our 

pickups so that we were able to do that, 

Q, In the photographs and material 

that you saw yesterday that were provided by 

USEPA for your review there were some 

indications of spills. Are you aware of any 

spills which have occurred specific to Beaver 

Paint solvents? 

A. No 

Q. Are you aware of any specifications 

that Beaver Paint had for how clean the solvent 

needed to be before they would accept it back? 

A. No. They never received their 

solvent back, 

Q. Do you know whether you purchased 

solvent from Beaver Paint? 

A, No, we did not, 

Q. So how would a transaction work 

where you were not paid where you did not pay 

-for the solvent? 

A. You mean when we process it? 

Q. Yes. 
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1 A. We would pick it up at the 

2 designated site, bring it to our site, put it 

3 through our stills, deliver it back to them and 

4 ,1 would send them an invoice. 

5 Q. And how would they be charged for 

6 that service? 

7 A. They would be charged by the 

8 gallon. My husband worked on a basis that he 

9 was going to save his customers so much per 

10 gallon over what they paid for new materials, 

11 which made it attractive for them to have it 

12 reprocessed. 

13 Q. Would that be the same for every 

14 customer? 

15 A. No. It was based on the cost of 

16 material . 

17 Q. Do you know what the cost was for 

18 Beaver Paint? 

19 A. No, I don't. 

20 Q. Do you know what the cost was for 

21 Addressograph? 

22 A. No. 

23 . Q. Would there be records indicating 

24 what that cost would be? 

25 A. It would be with Addressograph, if 
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they purchased it. I don't know what their 

costs would have been for. 

Q. Would Obitts Chemical have kept 

records of whatever that is? 

A. Mr. Obitts would have had the cost 

of it in his mind when he priced it out for 

being reclaiming, because he's going to save 

them some money on the reclaiming fee. And it 

was not the same fee for everyone. 

Also, it was based on the distance 

it had to be picked up and delivered because of 

the freight cost, 

Q, In your regular course of business 

did you record that amount? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And in what sort of a document 

would you have recorded that amount? 

A. We would have had a price list for 

our customers showing what we charge them per 

gallon. We needed that to invoice them. 

Q. Thank you. I'd like to do one more 

company and then we'll break for lunch, if 

that's all right with you? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Uniroyal. Was Uniroyal a customer? 
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1 A. Yes, they were, 

2 Q, Were they a customer of Obitts 

3 Chemical? 

4 A. Yes. They were a customer of 

5 Obitts Chemical Company. I2:i3:43 

6 Q. Were they also a customer of 

7 Chemical Services? 

8 A. Not to my recollection, 

9 . Q, Are you aware of any names that 

10 Uniroyal went by? 12:13:57 

11 A, No. 

12 Q. Are you aware of the location where 

13 the pickups occurred? 

14 A. I don't recall. l' would have known 

15 years ago, but I don't recall now. i2:i4:ii 

16 Q. Describe if you would any records 

17 that might have been generated that would have 

18 indicated the location of pickup in the 

19 ordinary course of your business? 

20 A. In the ordinary course of our 12:14:24 

21 business, every company had a file folder. All 

22 the information we have on the company is in 

23 their file folder. Their address would be 

24 there, probably the milage too. 

25 Q. Do you recall when Uniroyal became 12:14:42 
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1 a customer? 

2 ;, , A., No, I don' t. 

3 Q. Were they a customer at the time 

4 that you started at Obitts in 1962? 

5 A. I believe they were, but I'm not 

6 going to say for sure. I'm a little fuzzy 

7 about that. 

8 Q. Do you recall if they were a 

9 customer at the time.that you left in 1974? 

10 A. Yes, they were. 

11 Q. Yesterday in your testimony you 

12 indicated that there were approximately six to 

13 eight tankers picked up per year from Uniroyal? 

14 A.. Yes. 

15 Q, Is that consistent with your 

16 recollection today? 

17 A, Yes. 

18 Q. And in your testimony yesterday you 

19 indicated that there were approximately 4,000 

20 gallons picked up at each time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. That's consistent with your 

23 recollection today? 

24 A. Yes. ' 

25 

12:14:51 
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1 person was at Uniroyal? 

2 A. No, I don't. I only recall a few 

3 contact persons. It's been so many years, I 

4 just can't remember the names. 

5 " Q. Was there a designated driver for 

6 the dirty tanker that went to Uniroyal? 

7 A, No. No. 

8 Q. Do you recall any problems 

9 associated with the Uniroyal material? 

10 -̂A.... No. 

11 Q. Ariything p a r t i c u l a r l y memorable 

12 about Uni roya l as a customer? 

13 A. No . . . 

14 Q, Did you receive materials from 

15 Uniroyal? 

16 A, Yes, we picked up the dirty 

17 material, 

18 Q. And did you return materials to 

19 Uniroyal? 

20 A. Yes, we did. 

21 Q. Do you know the type of material 

22 that you picked up? 

23 A. No, I don't recall. 

24 Q. Are you aware of any spills of 

25 their-material while it was stored on your 
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property? 

A. No. None. 

Q. Was their material ever sold to a 

third party? 

A. No. 

MR. McWILLlAMS: That's all I have 

for Uniroyal, 

I think this is a good opportunity 

for us to stop for lunch. 

(Luncheon recess had.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION (1:15 p.m.) 

MR. KAISER: Let the record reflect 

we're resuming the deposition of Dorothy 

Obitts. It's about 1:15 on Wednesday 

afternoon. We had talked before the break 

about how we were going to proceed with the 

questioning. 

Pick up where you left off. 

CONTINUED EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

BY MR, McWILLlAMS: 

Q, I'll be glad to. Good afternoon, 

Mrs, Obitts. 

A. Good afternoon 

Q. I'd like to pick up again with a 

list of customers and add some details, 

Bailey Meter Company, do you recall 

Bailey Meter Company? 

A, Yes, I recall the. name, 

Q. Do you recall it as a customer of 

Obitts Chemical Company? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they also a customer of 

Chemical Service? 

A..;.-.:.. No. 

Q. Did you know t h e m by a n y o t h e r 
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names ? 

A. No, 

Q, Do you recall who the contact 

person was? 

A, I don't know who called for an 

order. 

Q. Do you know where they were going, 

where the facility was located? 

A. No. 

Do you know what business they were 

in 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know when they became a 

customer of Obitts Chemical? 

A. I don't recall. They did not do a 

lot of business with us. I don't recall when 

they became a customer. 

Q. Were they a customer at the time 

you started in 1962 with Obitts Chemical? 

A. I believe they were. Yes.' 

Q. Were they a customer, to your 

knowledge, in 1974 when you left? 

A. • I believe they were. Yes. 

Q. What materials did you receive from 

Bailey Meter Company? 
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1 A. I don't know. 

2 Q. Did they come in drums? 

3 A. Drums. Yes. 

4 Q. Did they also come in tankers? 

5 A. No. 

6 Q. Were there any markings on the 

7 drums, do you know? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q. Yesterday based on my notes you 

10 indicated that there were three loads per year, 

11 is that consistent with your recollection? 

12 A. Yes, that's what I recall. Yes. 

13 Q. And that those loads contained 

14 approximately 10 to 12 drums per load, is that 

15 consistent with your recollection? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. Is there anything unique about 

18 Bailey Meter Company? 

19 . A. No. 

20 Q. Nothing that you recall? 

21 A. No. 

22 Q. Did they also take clean solvent 

23 from your company? 

24 A. Yes, we reclaimed their material 

25 and returned it to them. 
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1 Q. Thank you. Do you recall whether 

2 there was a particular cost associated with the 

3 processing of their solvents? 

4 A. Yes. It was so much per gallon 

5 that we returned to them. I don't remember the 

6 exact figure. Most of our orders were 

7 different in the cost of what we returned to 

8 - the customer, 

9 Q. Different in what respect? 

10 A. Different as to the cost of what we 

11 charged them. 

12 Q. So they could be different over 

13 time? 

14 - A . No. They would be different with 

15 different customers and different materials. 

16 Q. But to your knowledge, though, the 

17 amount for each customer stayed consistent over 

18 time? 

19 A. That's right. It did. 

20 Q. Do you recall Cuyahoga Chemical 

21 Company as a customer? 

22 A. Yes, I do. 

23 Q. Are they a customer of Obitts 

24 Company? 

25 A. I t was O b i t t s C h e m i c a l Company . 
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Q, Were they also a customer of 

Chemical Services? 

A. No 

Q, Do you recall any other names at 

this company? 13:22:18 

A, Carl Byron, He's deceased now 

though. He was also a friend of my husband's, 

Q, Who is Carl Byron? 

A, He worked for Cuyahoga Chemical'. 

Q. Was he your primary contact? 13:22:33 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. What does that mean he was your 

primary contact? 

A. He's the one who would tell us that 

they would like some material picked up and 13:22:43 

reclaimed. 

Q. Do you know where the location was 

of Cuyahoga Chemical? 

A. Yeah. It was the west side of 

Cleveland. I'm trying to think of the road. • 13:22:59 

The mailing address was'Cleveland. But it was 

more in the outskirts of Cleveland on the west 

side. I forgot the name of the road. 

Q. Did you ever visit that location? 

A. Yes, I did. 13:23:14 
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Q. Under what circumstances? 

A, I was there with my husband who was 

visiting Carl Byron, 

Q, Was that- a social visit or a 

business visit? 

A. It was a combination of both. 

Q. What did you observe while you were 

there about the Cuyahoga Chemical Company 

facilities? 

A. I was only in the office. I didn't 

really observe anything special. 

Q. Do you know what business they were 

in? 

A. No. I don't recall 

Q. Anything else that was particularly 

memorable about Cuyahoga Chemical? 

A. No. 

Q. In. what form did you receive 

chemicals from Cuyahoga Chemical? 

A. In drums. 

Q. 

drums ? 

A. 

Were there any markings on the 

No 

Q. A c c o r d i n g t o my r e c o r d s f rom y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y y e s t e r d a y , you t e s t i f i e d t h a t 
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approximately four loads per year would take 

you to Cuyahoga Chemical? 

A. That's correct. 

Q, And can you describe for me how 

many drums were involved in each load? 

A, I don't recall exactly. It wasn't 

a. whole lot. Maybe eight or 10, 

Q, Was that the case for the entire 

duration of their customer relationship? 

A, Yes. 

Q. They were a customer in 1962 when 

youstarted? 

A. Yes. 

Q, And were they a customer in 1974? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever send material from 

Cuyahoga Chemical to a third party after it was 

reclaimed? 

A. No 

Q. Anyone other than Carl Byron that 

you recall? 

A. I recall Wade Daugherty. I met 

some of these people socially because I 

belonged to the Cleveland Paint & Coatings 

Association and I attended all their functions 

13:24:2? 
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Q. 

have? 

A. 

Q. 

context? 

A. 

290 

What sort of function did they 

They had meetings and dinners. 

You met Wade Daugherty in that 

Yes. 

Q. What was Wade Daugherty's role at 

Cuyahoga Chemical? 

A, I don't know exactly. He had to be 

an officer of the corporation because that was 

the qualification for belonging to the club, 

Q, Was Carl Byron also an officer? 

A, Yes, he was, 

Q, Do you know if Wade Daugherty is 

still alive? 

A. I don't know 

Q, Was Glidden a customer of Obitts 

Chemical? 

A. Yes, it was, 

Q, Was Glidden a customer of Chemical 

Service ? 

A. No, 

Q. Based on your testimony yesterday 

according to my notes approximately one tanker 

per week from Glidden, is that correct? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. Did all of Glidden's materials 

3 arrive by tanker? 

4 A. Yes. ' 

5 Q. Did they use drums? 13:26:56 

6 A. Not with us, no. 

7 Q. And how large was a typical load 

8 from Glidden? 

9 A. 4,000 gallon load in" the dirty 

10 tanker. i3:27:i3 

11 Q. Was Glidden a customer when you 

12 arrived in 1962? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. Were they still a customer when you 

15 departed in 1974? i3:27:2i 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. Was their relationship, that is in 

18 terms of the amount of solvent shipped to the 

19 site, was it consistent over that time? 

20 A. Was it consistent? 13:27:33 

21 Q. Yes. I'm sorry. 

22 A. Yes . 

23 Q. It was consistent from 1962 to 

24 1974? 

25 A. Yes . 13:27:40 
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Q. Was Glidden owned by any other 

names ? 

A. -No. 

Q, Do you know the location of the 

Glidden facility? 

A, No. 

Q, Do you know who the contact person 

was at the Glidden facility? 

A, ' His name was John Bosch. B 0 S C 

-H. 

Q. Do you know his role at Glidden? 

A. No. I don't know. He's the one 

who always called me for pickup. 

Q. Are you aware of any other 

individuals with Glidden? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recall any particular 

problems with Glidden a s a customer? 

A. No. 

Q. Anything that makes Glidden 

particularly memorable? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know the type of material 

that you picked up? 

A. No. I don't remember. 
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1 Q. Did Glidden also receive materials 

2 from Obitts Chemical? 

3 A. They received their own material 

4 back after we reclaimed it. 

5 Q. Did the Glidden material ever go to 

6 a third party? 

7 A. No. Never. 

8 Q. Were there any specifications that 

9 you are aware of that Glidden required before 

10 they would take their material back? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. With regards to Harshaw Chemical 

13 Company were they a customer of Obitts 

14 Chemical? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. Were they a customer of Chemical 

17 Service? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. What is the location of the Harshaw 

20 Chemical facility that was a customer? 

21 A. Right across the street from Obitts 

22 Chemical Company. 

23 Q. Do you recall who the person was 

24 that you contacted or had contact with at 

25 H a r s h a w ? 
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A. No, I don't. 

Q. Were they a customer when you 

started in 1962? 

A. Yes 

Q. Were they also a customer when you 

left on January 1 of 1974? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was the nature of their 

relationship with Obitts Chemical, did they 

provide you solvents? 

A. No. We didn't purchase any 

solvents from them at all. We reclaimed a few 

drums of their material and returned it to 

them, 

Q. So the material would come to you 

in drums? 

A, Yes. 

Q. You would process their material? 

A. Yes, we would. . :. 

Q. And you would return the clean 

material to Harshaw? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Do you know w h a t was i n t h e d r u m s ? 

A. No, I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r . I r e m e m b e r 

o n e p r o d u c t was c a l l e d h e x a n e . 
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Q. 

A. 

T h a t ' s h e x a n e ? 

H E X A N E 

Q. Do you understand that to be a 

solvent ? 

A, Yes 

Q. What makes you recall that 

particular material? 

A. Because I recently saw it in the 

ledger in Chemical Service Corporation and it 

was a material written in that Harshaw had sent 

to us. It was written in that ledger. 

Q. Approximately how often would you 

receive solvents to process from Harshaw? 

A. It was quite infrequent. Several 

times a year. 

Q. When you say several could you be 

mo.re specific? 

A. Maybe four or five times a year. 

Q. And approximately how large were 

the loads of drums each time? 

A. It would only be about five to ten 

drums. 

Q. So five to ten drums four to five 

times per year? 

A. Yes. 
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Q, And for the entire period from 1962 

to 1974? 

A, Yes 

Q. Do you have any other recollections 

about Harshaw Chemical? 

A. No 

Q. Is there a storm drain that runs 

beneath the Obitts Chemical property? 

A. Yes. It's a storm sewer. 

Q, How do you know that it runs, 

underneath the property? 

A, Well, I was told by city officials 

for one thing. But it's in some of the plans 

and drawings of the property. I have seven 

lots there and it was on some of the plot 

plans. 

Q. Is there an access point to that 

storm drain anywhere that you're aware of? 

A. Yes. It's in the center of the . 

road and it's a manhole. 

Q. And the road, is that Locust 

Street? 

A. L o c u s t S t r e e t . I t was k i n d of i n 

f r o n t o f o u r b u i l d i n g , w h a t we c a l l e d t h e t i l e 

b u i l d i n g , w h i c h was n e x t t o t h e o f f i c e a n d t h a t 
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1 manhole was right in front of that building. 

2 Q. Could you see the manhole from your 

3 office? 

4 A. Absolutely, yes. It was only a 

5 little bit to the left. 13:33:53 

6 Q. Did you ever see anyone access this 

7 'manhole? 

8 A. Yes, I did. 

9 Q. Could you describe that for us? 

10 A. . . Quite often I would go back to the 13:34:03 

11 office on Saturday morning to catch up to the 

12 week's work that I hadn't finished. And nearly 

13 every Saturday morning around 10:00 or 10:30 

14 there would be twp men coming out of Harshaw 

15 C h e m i c a l . 13:34:22 

16 They w o u l d t a k e t h e m a n h o l e c o v ' e r 

17 o f f a n d t h e y w o u l d r e a c h down, i n w h i c h t h e y 

18 w e r e t u r n i n g a v a l v e . T h a t v a l v e o p e n e d t o 

19 t h e i r p r o p e r t y a n d t h e y r a n m a t e r i a l s t h r o u g h 

20 t h e r e i n t o t h e r i v e r . 13:34:37 

21 And t h e m a t e r i a l was c o l o r e d . One 

22 week i t w o u l d b e r e d , a n o t h e r week i t w o u l d be 

23 y e l l o . w , a n o t h e r week i t w o u l d b e b l u e o r g r e e n 

24 o r b l a c k , - t h a t e v e r y week i t was a d i f f e r e n t 

25 c o l o r t h a t was b e i n g r u n f rom H a r s h a w i n t o t h e 13:34:59 

Renn i l lo Repor t ing Serv ices www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


298 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

river. 

Q. How did you observe it in the 

river? 

A.. Well, my husband was arrested for 

contaminating the river under a federal 

indictment. And we went to Federal Court and 

we knew that it was Harshaw doing this. My 

husband had taken me down there and showed me 

these colors on the river, so did our employees 

that were working showed us the colors. 

And it was determined that Obitts 

Chemical Company did not do -this, that Harshaw 

Chemical did. And the charges were dropped 

against my husband. 

Q. So you observed these colors in the 

river? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. And did these include colors on the 

bank of the river? 

A. It was on the bank, because the 

pipe that ran into the river was more than 

halfway up the bank and you could see where it 

ran down the bank and into the river. 

Q. So you saw colors on the bank as 

well? 
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1 A. Yes, I did. 

2 ' Q. And these were different colors? 

3 A, Yes, Many different, 

4 Q, So you saw this many times? 

5 A. Yes, I did. 

6 Q. How often did this occur? 

7 A. This occurred about twice a month 

8 when I was there. It may have occurred more 

9 often, but I wasn't always there on.Saturday. 

10 It did occur when I was there working in the 

11 office. 

12 Q. So each Saturday that you worked in 

13 the office you observed this behavior? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. You observed Harshaw, who you 

16 presume to be. Harshaw employees, discharging 

17 colored materials below your property into the 

18 river? 

19 A. Yes. My husband said it looks like 

20 paint pigments. 

21 Q. And that was the subject of a 

22 federal indictment? 

23 A. Yes, it was. 

24 Q. Do you recall the year of that 

25 indictment? 
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THE WITNESS: You got the clipping? 

MR. KAISER: Yes, I do have that. 

THE WITNESS:' That.has a date on 

Q, So there is a newspaper clipping? 

A, Yes. 

Q. And that would refresh your 

recollection? 

A. Yes. 

MR. NASH: I believe you got the 

consent decree, the Harshaw settlement? Didn't 

I provide you with a copy of that? 

MR, McWILLlAMS: I don't recall, 

Q, We can certainly obtain that date, . 

But is it your.recollection it's in the 1960s 

or 1970s? 

A, I believe it was in the '60s. 

MR. KAISER: If I may interject, 

Mrs. Obitts did give me a newspaper article 

that identifies the time frame of that 

indictment. We have that article in one of the 

EPA's cars. I'm happy to run out and get that 

back, if you want? 

A. I just gave it to him yesterday. 

Q. Okay. Did you observe this the 
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first year you worked at Obitts? 

A. No. I didn't observe it the first 

year I worked there. It was-a little later. 

Q. Do you recall what year you first 

noticed it? 

A, No. But it will be in that 

newspaper clipping. 

Q. The newspaper clipping will show a 

date when it was the subject of a federal 

indictment ? 

A. Yes, it will. 

Q. How long prior to that are you 

aware of that this behavior occurred? 

A. Oh, it occurred a long time prior 

to that. 

Q, A long time being a number of 

years ? 

A. Yes 

Q. C o u l d you e s t i m a t e how many y e a r s ? 

A, Maybe t w o , I d i d n ' t n o t i c e i n t h e 

b e g i n n i n g . B u t i t was b r o u g h t t o my a t t e n t i o n 

by a s t i l l o p e r a t o r , b e c a u s e o u r p l a n t i s c l o s e 

t o t h e b a n k . 

Q. And d i d i t c o n t i n u e a f t e r t h e 

f e d e r a l i n d i c t m e n t ? 
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1 A. No. You'd hope not. 

2 Q. Do you recall there being any 

3 photographs of this occurrence? 

4 A. I don't have any photographs of 

5 this. There were two college students on the 

6 river in a boat and they're the ones who 

7 discovered this coloration on the river and 

8 reported it to EPA. And they may have 

9 pictures, but I never took any. 

10 Q. And their assumption was that this 

11 . was coming from your facility? 

12 A. Yes, they thought it was us because 

13 it was on our river bank. 

14 Q. But you were later dismissed from . 

15 this proceeding? 

16 A. Yes, we were. 

17 Q. Both you and Mr. Obitts? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. Do you have any sense as to how 

20 much material was discharged in each event? 

21 A. I don't know how much. But it made 

22 a coating on the river which was pretty wide. 

23 It would be several hours later that they would 

24 come back and close the valve in the road. 

25 

13:39:22 

13:39:44 

13:39:54 

13:40:11 

Q. So it continued for several hours? 13:40:31 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


303 

1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. And do you know how much material 

3 was being discharged or how big the pipe was to 

4 which it was being discharged? 

5 A. I don't know. It was a storm sewer 

6 pipe. I don't know the size. 

7 Q. But it did color the river? 

8 A. Yes, it did. 

9 Q. And it colored the river for some 

10 period of time? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. A- couple of hours? 

13 A. It colored the river longer than 

14 that. I'm saying they didn't come back for a 

15 few hours to close the valve. 

16 (Brief pause.) 

17 Q. Mrs. Obitts, I'm holding a 

18 newspaper clipping. I believe it's the 

19 clipping that you referenced earlier in your 

20 testimony. I'm going to show it to you. But 

21 let me state it's the Chronical-Telegram, 

22 Elyria, Ohio, dated Sunday, June 14, 1981. 

23 Let me show this to you. 

24 A. This is the same tint years ago. 

25 Q. Does this help refresh your 
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recollection about period of time involved? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What period of time was the federal 

indictment? 

A. This is saying in this newspaper 

article, ten years ago these students noticed 

this problem, 

Q. And the date of the newspaper is 

1981, correct? 

A, Yeah, It says in March of 1972 the 

US Justice Department filed a suit in federal 

district court. So it was before March of '72, 

Q. Okay, So sometime in the early 

1970s? 

A, '70s, yes, 

Q, And perhaps it continued for a 

couple of years prior to that time, it could 

have included 1969 and 1970, correct? 

A, Uh-huh, 

MR, McWILLlAMS: I would like to 

mark the newspaper article as an exhibit if we 

could. 

Q. Thank you, Mrs. Obitts, I'd like 

you to turn now to Tropical Paint Corporation? 

A. Yes. I remember that name. 
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Q. You remember them as a customer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Customer of Obitts Chemical? 

A. Yes. 

.Q. Also a customer of Chemical 

Services ? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

located? 

No. 

Did they go by any other names? 

Not to my knowledge. 

Do you know where they were 

in? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know a contact person? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know what business they were 

A. No. 

Q. You testified yesterday according 

to my notes that they provided approximately 

two to three loads per year. Is that 

consistent with your recollection? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What c o n t a i n e r o r c o n t a i n e r s d i d 

t h i s m a t e r i a l come i n ? 

A. I n t h e d i r t y t a n k e r . 
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They provided tank solvent? 

We provided the tanker. 

You picked up their solvent in a 

Yes, sir. 

And approximately how large was 

A. It would be 4,000 gallons, or a 

little less , 

Q. Did you ever pick up material in 

drums? 

A. I don't recall 

Q. Did. the material, once clean, was 

it returned to Tropical Paint? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Did it ever go to third parties? 

A. No, it did not. 

Q. Was Tropical Paint Corporation a 

customer at the time you started in 1962? 

A. I don't recall if it was. 

Q. Do you recall if they were a 

customer when you left in 1973? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you have a sense to whether 

they were a customer for a long period of time 

13:45:53 
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during your emp.loyment? 

A. They were a customer, but not a 

very frequent customer. 

Q. In terms of numbers of years could 

you-provide an estimate as to how many of your 

12 years they were a customer? 

A. I don't recall. I don't- recall 

when we started doing business with them. 

Q. Was it more than one year? 

A. I'm sure it was. 

Q. Was it more than five years? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Could you estimate somewhere 

between five and twelve years? 

A. I don't know exactly. I would say, 

yes, between five and twelve years. 

Q. Was there anything unique about 

Tropical Paint? 

A'. N O . 

Q. Do you recall Bison Corporation as 

a customer? 

A. Yes 

Q. Were they known by any other names? 

A. N O . 

Q. Do you know where their location 
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was ? 

A, No 

Q. Do you know how you picked up 

material? 

A. They were a small order. We picked 

them up in drums, 

Q. Based on your testimony yesterday 

it was two to three loads per year, is that 

consistent? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And the number of drums per load, 

based on your testimony yesterday, was 

approximately 10 to 12? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Were they a customer when you 

started in 1962? 

A. Yes 

Q. Were they still a customer when you 

left in 1974? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they a consistent customer 

throughout the time? 

A. Pardon? 

Q. Were they a consistent customer 

throughout the time period? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. Did you return the- solvent? 

3 A. Yes, we did, 

4 Q, After processing? 

5 A, Yes, 

6 Q, Do you recall Kalcor Coatings as a 

7 customer? 

8 A, I recall the name, but I don't 

9 recall what we did, you know, how much really, 

10 exactly how often we went to their place and 

11 picked up something, 

12 Q. Were they known by any other names? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. Do you reca.ll.if you picked up 

15 solvent material from Kalcor Coatings? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. Do you know if it was in drums or 

18 tankers? 

19 A. It was drums. 

20 Q. Do you recall how many drums, you 

21 would pick up? 

22 A. No. I don't recall. I don't 

23 recall that. 

24 Q. Do you recall which vehicle you 

25 picked up drums with? 
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1 A. Straight truck, that would have 

2 been under 32 drums. 

3 Q. So something less than 32 drums? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Were they a customer when you 

6 started in 1962? 

7 A. I don't recall. They're kind of --

8 I don't recall exactly when. 

9 Q. Do you recall if they were a 

10 customer when you left in 1974? 

11 A. I think they were when I left. We 

12 usually kept our customers once we had them 

13 because we were saving them money on solvents. 

14 Q. Do you recall Eagle Rubber as a 

15 customer? 

16 A. Yes. I'm trying to think where 

17 that was. I think that was in Ashland. 

18 Q. Do you recall who your contact 

19 person was at Eagle Rubber? 

20 A. No. 

21 Q. Were they known by any other names? 

22 A. No. 

23 Q. When you indicate Ashland you 

24 believe they were located-in Ashland, Ohio? 

25 A. I think they were. 
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Q. In Ashland, Ohio? 

A; I think they were, yes. 

Q. Did you pick up from Eagle Rubber 

drums or containers? 

A. Drums 

Q. And based on your testimony 

yesterday you indicated approximately five 

loads per year, is that accurate? 

A. Yes. -

Q. Were they a customer in 1962 when 

you started? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we're they a customer when you 

left in 1974? 

A. Yes 

Q. Do you know anything about the 

material process? 

A. No. 

Q. Is there anything unique about 

Eagle Rubber that you recall? 

A. No. 

Q. General Tire & Rubber Company, do 

you recall them as a customer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did they go by any other nameS'? 
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1 A. No. 

2 Q. Do you recall their location? 

3 A. No. 

4 Q, Do you recall the contact person? 

^5 A. No . 13:52:04 

6 Q. Do you recall how you picked up 

7 solvent from General Tire? 

8 A. In a tanker. 

9 Q. And do you know how much you would 

10 pick up in each load? 13:52:18 

11 A. It would be a tanker full, 

12 ordinarily. 

13 Q. A full tanker again is 4,000 

14 gallons? 

15 A. Yes. 13:52:27 

16 Q. Do you know the type of material 

17 that you picked up? 

18 A. No. 

19 .Q. Did you return .the material that 

20 you picked up from General Tire to -- 13:52:4? 

21 . A. . No. We purchased it and resold it. 

22 Q. Do you know who you would sell it 

23 to? 

2 4 ' A. I d o n ' t r e c a l l . I t w o u l d n ' t go a l l 

25 t o o n e p e r s o n . I f my h u s b a n d was s e l l i n g i t t o 13:52:54 
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somebody, he would sell it as a reclaimed 

product that we picked up from someone else. 

We never sold anything as new. 

Sometimes if it was the same 

material, he would ask the customer if they 

would like the load built up, like if he were 

getting 3,000, would you like the load built up 

to 4,000, and nine times out of ten they would. 

Q. Do you recall anything unique about 

General Tire's materials? 

A. No 

Q. Mrs. Obitts, I'd like to show you 

EPA Exhibit 10 for a moment. Mrs. Obitts, 

these pages are not numbered sequentially, so 

I'd like you to explain what you see at the top 

of that page? 

A. Inventory, August 31st, 1972. 

Q. What do you understand this record 

to be about? 

A. This is material on hand in the 

yard. 

Q. Did you c r e a t e t h i s r e c o r d ? 

A. Y e s . 

Q. I s t h e r e a r e f e r e n c e t o G e n e r a l 

T i r e i n t h i s r e c o r d ? 
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A, Yes 

Q. What material, what's the 

description of the material for General Tire? 

A. Hexane. 

Q. What does that mean to you? Is 

that the material that General Tire would have 

provided? 

A. . Yes, 

Q. That's the reclaimed solvent that 

you process, is that correct? 

A. Right. 

Q. Is there also a dollar amount? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q, What is that dollar amount? 

A, It says ,05, which is the cost of 

the dirty material, 

-Q. And that's a cost paid to whom? 

A. To General Tire. 

Q. So Obitts Chemical or Chemical 

Services was paying five cents per gallon for 

hexane? 

A. Yes. Dirty hexane. 

Q. That you received that was dirty 

hexane? 

A. Yes . 
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Q. That dirty hexane was on site in 

inventory according to that record in 1973? 

A. Two. 

Q. '72? 

A. Uh-huh, 

Q, Are you aware of whether the 

material you received from General Tire changed 

over time? 

A. I don't know 

Q, I'd like to ask you questions now 

about Firestone, Do you recall Firestone as a 

customer? 

A, Yes, 

Q, Were they known by any other names? 

A, No, 

Q, Do you recall the contact person? 

A, No, 

Q, Do you know their location? 

A. No. I think they were in Akron. 

But I'm not positive. 

Q. Do you know how you picked up 

material from Firestone? 

A. In a dirty tanker. 

Q. Do you know how much you received 

in each load? 

13:56:18 

13:56:47 

13:57:01 

13:57:0? 

13:57:27 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

316 

A. I don't recall how much. It would 

have been 4,000or less gallons. 

Q. When you say .4,000 or less, would 

it be close to- 4,000 gallons? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know what type of material 

was in the tanker? 

A. No. I don't recall. 

Q. Would you return the processed 

material to Firestone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was Firestone a customer in 1962 

when you started? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Were they a customer in 1974 when 

you left? 

A. Yes. I don't know when they began. 

Q. ' Were they a long-term customer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

When you say long-term more than 

Several years. 

-- several years? 

Yes . 

More than three? 

Yes . 
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1 Q. Would you say more than five years 

2 for Firestone? 

3 A. Yes, I would say more than five. I 

4 can't give you an exact figure though. 

5 Q, How often would a pickup occur from 13:58:37 

6 Firestone? 

7 A, That would be rather infrequent, 

8 every few months, 

9 Q, When you say every few months? 

10 . A, Every two or three months . . 13:58:47 

11 Q, Every two or three months? 

12 A, ' Yes. 

13 Q. Would it be fair to say five loads 

14 per year? 

15. A. Yes. 13:58:55 

16 Q. So five loads per year at 4,000 

17 gallons, close to 4,000 gallons per month? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 .Q. For some years, in excess of five 

20 years leading up to 1974? I3:59:i5 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Do you recall American Greetings as 

23 a customer? 

24 A. Yes, I do. 

25 Q. Do you r e c o g n i z e t h e m by a n y o t h e r i3:59:3i 
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name? 

A. 

was? 

A, 

No 

Do you know who the contact person 

No 

Q. Do you know their location? 

, A. I believe they were in Cleveland. 

Q. I believe it was your testimony 

yesterday that you picked up six loads per year 

or every couple of months from this facility, 

is that accurate? 

A. I think that's about what it was 

Q. And you picked up drums, is that 

correct? 

A. That was in drums, yes. 

Q. And do you recall how many drums? 

A. I don't really. 

Q. I b e l i e v e your t e s t imony y e s t e r d a y 

was 25 drums per load? 

A. I t h i n k i t was about t h a t . I t was 

a s t r a i g h t t r u c k j o b . I t would have been under 

32. I would say about 25, or you could say 25 

t o 30. 

Q. Was American G r e e t i n g s a customer 

in 1962 when you s t a r t e d ? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Were they still a customer in 1974? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they a consistent customer? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Do you recall Nordson as a 

customer? 

A, Yes, 

•Q, Do you know where they were 

located? 

A, In Amherst, 

Q, Amherst, Ohio? 

A.. Uh-huh. 

Q. Do you know who the contact person 

was? 

A. No. 

Q. According to your testimony, 

according to my notes you indicated 

approximately five loads per year. Is that 

consistent with your recollection? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And approximately 30 drums per 

load, is that consistent with your 

recollection? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Were they a customer at the time 

you started in 1962? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they a customer when you left 

in 1974? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Anything unique about Nordson that 

you'd like to add for the record? 

A. No. 

Q. Browning-Ferris Industries, BFI. 

Do you recall them as a customer? 

A. I recall the name, yes. 

Q. Do you recall them as a customer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A customer of Obitts Chemical? 

A. Obitts Chemical, yes. 

Q. A customer of Chemical Services? 

A. No. 

Q. I believe your testimony yesterday 

was two tankers per year, is that accurate? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Approximately how many gallons per 

tanker? 

A. 4,000. 

Q. Do you know what type of material? 

14:01:25 

14:01:38 

14:01:48 

14:01:57 

14:02:07 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


321 

1 A. No. 

2 Q. Was Browning-Ferris a customer in 

3 1962 when you started? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Were they still a customer in 1974? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. Were they a consistent customer? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. Do you recall General Electric as a 

10 customer? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Were they known by any other names? 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. Do you recall what you picked up 

15 from General Electric? 

16 A. No. 

17 Q. Do you know if it was in drums or 

18 tankers? 

19 A. That one I can't remember. I'm 

20 sorry. 

21 Q. Do you know the location? 

22 A. No. 

23 Q. How is it that you recall General 

24 Electric as a customer? 

25 A. I do recall it as invoicing them. 
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I thought about it a lot and I know I invoiced 

them. But I don't remember if it was drums or 

bulk. 

Q. And you recall them as being a 

customer in 1962 when you started? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they still a customer in 1974? 

A. Yes. 

Q, Do you recall Sylvania as a 

customer? 

A, Yes 

Q, I notice in some.of the records 

there was a reference to Sylvania in at least 

two locations, I believe one was Altoona, Do 

you recall the location in Sylvania? 

A, One was Altoona, Pennsylvania. 

Q. Do you recall any other locations 

for Sylvania? 

A. No. But there was another one. I 

don't recall where it is. 

Q. Was Sylvania a customer of Obitts -

Chemical? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Were they also a customer of 

Chemical Services? 
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1 A. No. 

2 Q. Did you pick up from Sylvania in 

3 drums or tanker? 

4 A. Tanker, 

5 Q. Approximately how many gallons per 

6 tanker? 

7 A, 4,000. 

8 Q. And this was the Altoona, was it, 

9 Pennsylvania facility? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. I think you testified before that 

12 you would do your best to make sure that was a 

13 full load? 

14 A. Absolutely. 

15 Q. If you had to go that far? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 .Q. Do you know the type of material 

18 that you .picked.up from Sylvania? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Do you know how many loads you 

21 picked up per year or how frequently you picked 

22 up a load? 

23 A. I can't remember that, sir. My 

24 mind's getting worn out. 

25 Q. It's been a long couple of days. 
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Do you recall if they were a customer in 1962 

when you started? . . 

A. I don't recall if they were in '62. 

Q, Do you recall if they were a 

customer when you left? 

A. They were when I left, yes, 

Q. Were they a long-term customer? 

A. Yes, They were steady, 

Q, And long-term by more than five 

years? 

A. Yes, more than five years. 

Q. Are there any other customers that 

you recall that I have not named today? 

A. Allside. 

Q. Let me rephrase this. C&C Supply 

Company, is that a customer of yours? 

A. I don't know the name. 

Q. Does Don Cain ring a bell? 

A. No. 

Q. Ball Chemical & Equipment Company? 

A. Yes, I remember that name. But I 

don't remember what we did for them, whether it 

was tanker or drums. I have a invoice of Ball 

Chemical Company. 

Q. Beazer East, does that name ring a 
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1 b e l l ? B E A Z E R . 

2 A. N o . 

3 Q. Checkmate Boats? 

4 A. No. I. never heard of it. 

5 Q. Chemical Solvents, Inc.? 

6 A. No. 

7 Q. Do y o u r e c a l l P a r r , P A R R ? 

8 A. N o . 

9 Q. Do you.recall E.E. Zimmerman 

10 Company as a customer? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. Do you recall Basic Packaging 

13 Systems as a customer? 

14 A. No. 

15 Q. Global Film & Packaging as a 

16 customer? 

17 A. No. 

18 Q. Gordon Terminal Services? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Headstrong Corporation? 

21 A. No. 

22 Q. Industrial Chemical Corporation? 

23 A. No. 

24 Q. Interstate Chemical Company? 

25 A. No. 
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Q. Invitrogen? 

A. No. 

Q. Lucent Technologies? 

. A. No. 

Q. Western Electric? 

A. Yes. Western Electric was a 

customer. Drums, I'm glad you brought that 

up. It wasn't one I thought of, 

Q, So you picked up drums from Western 

Electric? 

A. Yes 

Q, Do you recall the location for 

Western Electric? 

A, No 

Q, Do you know how frequently you 

picked up drums? 

A, I don't recall that. 

Q. Do you recall the size of the load? 

A. No. I don't recall that either. 

Q. Do you recall which truck you would 

have sent? 

A. It would be the. straight truck, so 

it would be under 32 drums. I don't remember 

how many. 

Q. Do you recall Western Electric as a 
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1 customer when you started in 1962? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. Do you recall him as a customer 

4 when you left in 1974? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Do you believe they were consistent 

7 throughout that period? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. Is there anything about Western 

10 . Electric that you recall that's unique? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. National Acme? 

13 - A. . No. 

14 Q. Ohio Formulators? 

15 A. No. 

16 Q. P&K Oil Services? 

17. A. No.. 

18 Q. Elyria Foundry Division? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Solvent Resource Recovery? 

21 A. No. 

22 Q. Studebaker Chemical? 

23 A. Yes, I think that we sold them a 

24 little, I think it was trichloroethylene, like 

25 a drum at a time. We never had any of their 
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material on our property. It was just a sale, 

Q, So you sold chemicals, clean 

solvents ? 

A, Yes, Trichloroethylene, which is a 

degreaser, 

Q. So this would have been someone's 

clean solvent that you purchased that you 

provided to a third party? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Sunar Hauserman? 

A. Yes, Hauserman was one of our 

customers and that was drums.. Isn't it EF 

Hauserman? 

Q. Also known as EF Hauserman? 

A. It was EF Hauserman when I did 

business with them.-

Q. EF Hauserman, you did work for 

them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that Obitts Chemical? . 

A. That was just Obitts Chemical. And 

it was drums and it was a van load at a time, 

which is 62 drums. And we picked up their 

dirty material, reclaimed it and returned it to 

them. 
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Q. Do you know how often you would 

make that pickup? 

A. I would say about every six weeks 

is about when we did that. 

Q. Were they a customer when you 

started in 1962? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Were they also a customer when you 

left in 1974? 

A, Yes, 

Q, Were they consistent throughout? 

A, .Yes, 

Q, Anything else about Hauserman that 

was unique? 

A. No, 

Q. Superior Industries? 

A. No. . 

Q. Superior Screw? 

A. No. 

Q. Systech? 

A. No. 

Q. Systems Technology Corp? 

A. No. 

Q. Techno Adhesives? 

A. No. 
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Q, Gerstenslager Company? 

A. No, 

Q. 'Virden Lighting? 

A. No. 

Q, Whittaker Corporation? 

A. No. 

Q. Yenkin Majestic? 

A. No. I don't think so. I know the 

name from someplace. But I don't recall doing 

any work for them. No. 

Q. Majestic Paint? 

A. No. 

Q. A.B. Dick Company? 

A. No. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Airco Speer Electronics? 

No. 

Allegheny Solvents & Chemical? 

No. 

Allegheny Label? 

No. 

Q. Astatic Corporation? 

A. No. 

Q. Babcock & Wilcox? 

A. No. 

Q. Calig Steel Drum? 
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A. No. 

Q. North Coast? 

A. No. 

Q. Aztec Peroxide? 

A. No. Aztec Peroxide, No, 

Q. Centria? 

A. No. 

Q. Elwin G. Smith? 

A. No. 

Q. Carmac Chemical? 

A. No. 

Q. Imaging Systems Corporation? 

A. No. 

Q, Pelikan, Incorporated? 

A. No. 

Q. International Fabricators? 

A. No. 

Q. D.C. Filter & Chemical? 

A. No. 

Q. Mathco Chemical Company? 

A. No. 

Q. RJG Enterprises? 

A. No. 

Q. Chemtron Corporation? 

A. No. 
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Q. Nolwood Chemical? 

A. No. Isn't that Chemical Recovery's 

company? 

Q. What do you recall about Nolwood 

Chemical? 

A. I know the name. I thought that 

was Chemical Recovery's mother company. They 

were not our customer though, if you want to go 

on . 

Q. Perry Plastics? 

A. No. 

Q. 

A . • 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Lexington Precision? 

No. 

O'Sullivan Corporati 

No. 

PolyOne? 

No. 

Q. Victor Comptometer? 

. A. No. 

Q. Tommy Armour? 

A. No. 

MR. McWILLlAMS: Mrs. Obitts, thank 

you very much for being very patient with our 

customers. 

I'm going to yield the floor today 
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with the understanding that we're going to have 

another opportunity to question you in January 

or February, and after you've had a nice 

holiday break from all this. 

MS. O'BRYAN: My name is Keely 

O'Bryan from Thompson Hine. I have some 

questions for you. 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

BY MS. O'BRYAN: 

Q. Before I begin, is now a good time 

to take a short break? 

A. I don't care. I can go for a bit . 

Q. Go on for a little bit? 

A. Yes 

Q. Can you hear me okay? 

A. Pretty much. 

Q. Before I begin to ask my questions, 

I just want to clarify for the record that I 

have not had a chance to look at in detail the 

exhibits that you went over yesterday. Once I 

have that opportunity and we come back in 

January or February I want to reserve my 

opportunity to ask you some more questions at 

-that time. 

A, Okay 
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Q. Mrs. Obitts, yesterday you talked 

about one of the companies with which you did 

business which was BF Goodrich. Do you recall 

that? 

A, Uh-huh 

Q. I believe you said that you would, 

your company would send a straight truck to 

pick up material from Goodrich, is that 

correct ? 

A, Yes 

Q. Your recollection yesterday was 

that Obitts would pick up approximately 15 to 

25 drums every few months was what I heard 

yesterday? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Is that what you recall today? 

A. That's what I recall, yes. 

Q. And what do you base this 

recollection on? 

A. -It's just coming out of my mind 

because I have no records to look up for Obitts 

Chemical Company. 

Q. So --

A. Th i s i s a l l from my memory... 

Q. S o l e l y b a s e d on your memory? 
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A. Yes 

Q. Now, do you have any specific 

recollection that you did in fact pick up 15 to 

25 drums every few months from Goodrich? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You specifically recall that as you 

sit here today? 

A. Y e s , • 

Q. Now, yesterday I believe you stated 

that the time peri.od that you picked up 

material from Goodrich was from 1962 to 1974? 

A, Yes 

Q. And do you recall when you started 

working at Obitts Goodrich was a customer of 

yours ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that began in 1962? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that true in 1974 when you left 

the company and sold the business? -

A. Yes. 

Q. Yesterday you talked about the fact 

that the 15 to 25 drums every two months was a 

constant pickup from Goodrich throughout the 

1962 to 1974 time frame. Do you remember that? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. What do you base this on? 

A. It's all from my memory. 

Q. And you don't have any records that 

would support that? 

A. I do not have access to Chemical 

Recovery records. 

Q. And do you have specific 

recollection as we sit here that the quantity 

of the pickups remain the same from 1962 to 

1974? 

A. Yes 

Q. Now do you recall where the 

Goodrich facility was located? 

A. No. I've never been there. 

Q, Do you know if it would have been 

in the Cleveland area as opposed to the Akron 

area? 

A, I don't recall 

Q, Do you recall at any time period 

when you picked up material from Goodrich that 

Obitts Chemical would have determined that they 

did not want to pick up solvents from Goodrich? 

I'm going to rephrase that 

question. That doesn't even make sense to me. 
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At any time, at any point from 

between 1962 and 1974 did you determine that 

you did not want to pick up solvents from 

Goodrich? 

A. No. We did- not determine that 

Q. Is it that you don't remember that 

or you know for sure you never determined that? 

A. We did not determine that. I don't 

know any customer we ever refused to pick up 

solvents from, ever.. 

Q. Would you have been the person that 

would make that determination for Obitts? 

A. My husband was a chemical engineer. 

He would have made that decision. But it would 

have been told to me because I schedule the 

pickups. 

Q. And if there was any time period 

where Obitts decided not to pick up solvents 

from Goodrich it's your testimony that you 

would have been aware of that? 

A, I would have been aware of it. 

Yes 

Q. Do you r e c a l l w o r k i n g w i t h a n y o n e 

a t G o o d r i c h named J i m C o v e y , C O V E Y ? 

A. No . I d o n ' t r e c a l l t h a t n a m e . 
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1 Q. Do you know any names of the 

2 Goodrich employees that you talked to about 

3 picking up their material? 

4 A. . . No. 

5 Q. At any point in time did Goodrich 

6 provide to Obitts any material that you used in 

7 your processes? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q, Did Goodrich provide Obitts with 

10 any new chemical for resale purposes? 

11 A. No. We didn't sell any new 

12 material at all. 

13 Q. Did you ever keep track in your 

14 ledger books of, I recall, and I don't have it 

15 in front of me today so I'll ask you about this 

16 when we meet up again in the winter. But I 

17. believe I saw a column that discussed sale of 

18 new chemical for resale. Does that ring a bell 

19 with you at all? 

20 A. No. We didn't have new chemicals. 

21 Q. But you did resell chemicals after 

22 you had processed them? 

23 A. That's correct. 

24 Q. I want to move on to another 

25 company that you mentioned yesterday, and 
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that's Jamestown Paint & Varnish. Yesterday 

you mentioned that it was your recollection 

that you picked up a dirty tanker from 

Jamestown approximately every two to three 

months? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And that's true as you sit here 

today? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How large, what size tanker did you 

send to Jamestown? 

A. We picked up 4,000 gallons at a 

time 

Q. Where was the Jamestown facility 

located? 

A. Where was i t l o c a t e d ? 

Q. Yes. Do you r e c a l l ? 

A. In Pennsy lvan ia . I f o rgo t what 

c i t y . Jamestown. 

Q. Do you know whether you p icked up 

t a n k e r s t h a t were f u l l from Jamestown or would 

they have been p a r t i a l l y f u l l ? 

A. We p icked up f u l l t a n k e r s . We 

d i d n ' t o r d i n a r i l y go t o Pennsy lvan ia wi thou t 

having a f u l l t a n k e r to p ick up. 
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1 Q. Would you have any records to that 

2 effect or is this testimony based on your 

3 memory? 

4 A. I have no records at all. 

5 Q. So your testimony today is just 14:22:34 

6 based on what you remember? 

7 A. It's from my memory. 

8 Q, And is that the same with regard to 

9 your testimony that you picked up the tanker 

10 every two to three months? 14:22:47 

11 A, Yes. 

12 ,.- Q. That's based on your memory? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. You also mentioned that it was your 

15 recollection that you picked up a tanker every 14:22:59 

16 two to three months consistently throughout the 

17 1962 to 1974 time frame? 

18 A. Yes, I did. I remember quite well 

19 about Jamestown Paint, because I was always 

20 concerned about what driver to send out of i4:23:i? 

21 state. There were some drivers that I wouldn't 

22 send out of state. I always had to work my 

23 trucking schedule for certain reasons. 

24 Q. Do you recall specifically that 

25 when you began working there in 1962 that 14:23:40 
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Jamestown was a customer of Obitts? 

A, Yes 

Q. And do you recall when you sold the 

business in 1974 that Jamestown was a customer? 

A. Yes 

Q. And that it remained a customer 

through that time frame? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And again this is based on your 

memory as you sit here today as opposed to 

records? 

A. T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

MS. O'BRYAN: Thank y o u , M r s . 

O b i t t s . T h a t ' s a l l I h a v e t o d a y . 

EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

BY MR. HEER: 

Q. M r s . O b i t t s , my name i s J o h n H e e r . 

I ' m f rom t h e l a w f i r m of W a l t e r H a v e r f i e l d . We 

m e t a l o n g t i m e a g o . I t ' s b e e n a b o u t a y e a r 

a n d - a - h a l f " I t h i n k s i n c e I a c t u a l l y w e n t o u t t o 

y o u r h o u s e . 

I h a v e a c o u p l e o f q u e s t i o n s . I 

w a n t t o s t a r t o u t w i t h r e s p e c t t o y o u r m e e t i n g s 

w i t h USEPA p e r s o n n e l i n c l u d i n g Mr. N a s h a n d Mr. 

K a i s e r . I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e y me t w i t h you on 
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1 Monday of this week in preparation for this 

2 deposition, is that correct? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. About how long did you spend with 

5 them on Monday? 

6 A. A couple hours. 

7 Q. Had you done anything in 

8 preparation for meeting with them, compiling 

9 records or anything of that sort? 

10 A. No. I don't have records really. 

11 - Q. What was it that they covered with 

12 you generally in that meeting on Monday? 

13 A. They talked about sitting here, 

14 that Mr. Kaiser would ask me questions and that 

15 there would be some people here from other 

16 companies who would also want to ask me 

17 questions. 

18 Basically that was kind of it. We 

19 didn't really talk about what I was going to 

20 say or do or anything. They said they would 

21 ask me questions and I should answer the 

22 questions and if I didn't know the answer to 

23 say I didn't know. 

24 Q. Did they go through some documents 

25 w i t h y o u ? 
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1 A. Let's see. Did you? 

2 I'm trying to think. Did we? I 

3 don't think so. 

4 Q. I understand from some of the 

5 exhibits that had been marked in your 

6 deposition today. 

7 . A. Yes, they did. I'm sorry. There 

8 was a paper there that had many different 

9 companies on it. And they asked me if I would 

10 mark with a yellow marker the companies that we 

11 did business with. And I did that. 

12 Q. On what kinds of documents did you 

13 do this highlighting? 

14 A. I don't know. 

15 THE WITNESS: Do you know? 

16 MR. NASH: I do. This is your 

17 deposition. 

18 A. It was a list of companies and I 

19 don't know what it was about really. 

20 Q. Can you remember how many documents 

21 you actually highlighted? 

22 A. I only highlighted the one. 

23 Q. Did they show you any accounting 

24 records or any ledgers? 

25 A. No. 
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1 (Brief pause.) 

2 Q. I'm sorry, Mrs, Obitts, Apparently 

3 the two documents that you've actually 

4 highlighted from Monday have both been made 

5 exhibits to your deposition? 

6 A, Yeah, they had. They had four 

7 boxes of things in the car. But they didn't 

8 bring them in, that they would show me here. 

9 Q. I understand they showed you some 

10 photographs? 

11 A. They showed me the photographs. 

12 But I had taken most of those, so I knew what 

13 those were. 

14 Q. And I understand.that you've also 

15 provided them at least with that one newspaper 

16 article on Monday? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. Did you provide them with anything 

19 else besides that newspaper article? 

20 A. I don't believe so. The one I had 

21 today I didn't show them Monday, the one that 

22 they looked at today, about the Harshaw 

23 material in the river. 

24 Q. How many times have you met with 

25 USEPA officials in the past? 
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Several. This is the first time I 

ever met the other attorney. 

Q. Mr. Kaiser? 

A. Yeah. I met Mr. Nash before. 

THE WITNESS: I believe you were 

here once or twice. 

MR. NASH: I came out to your house 

a couple years ago in December. 

A. It was just once. Once. I think 

it was only once that I met with Mr. Nash. 

Q. During any of these meetings with 

USEPA personnel did you review documents with 

them? 

A, No 

Q. It was more in terms of 

conversations with you to try to learn what 

your memories were? 

A. Yes. I don't have any documents 

from Obitts Chemical Company. Everything that 

was in that office was left there for Chemical 

Recovery because they took over our customers 

when we sold. 

Q. In a minute I'm going to ask you a 

little bit more about the relationship between 

Chemical Recovery Systems and your two 
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companies. But let me finish on the subject of 

your meetings with USEPA folks. 

I understand that you don't have 

any records from Obitts Chemical? 

A, No, 

Q, Or apparently from Chemical 

Services Corporation as well, is that right? 

A, They did, I d-idn't have any. They 

have these records that you're showing me and 

this is the first time I've seen them was 

yesterday, 

Q, Okay, 

A, They said they had them in the car, 

but they didn't bring them into my home, 

Q, Let me ask you just a little bit 

more about your daily responsibilities when you 

were working with Obitts back in the '60s, 

What I'm interested in finding out 

is what types of documents were used in the 

normal daily operations. My understanding is 

that you would have a bill of lading? 

A. Yes. 

Q. For each delivery? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That those bills of lading would 

14:30:33 
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1 then eventually be recorded in your ledgers? 

2 A. Yes. And I would make an invoice 

3 from the bill of lading. It would give the 

4 exact number of gallons that were delivered to 

5 the customer. i4:3i:5i 

6 Q. Okay. Aside from the bills of 

7 lading, the invoices and the ledgers that you 

8 created, were there any other records kept that 

9 you would have responsibility for in the 

10 b u s i n e s s ? 14:32:07 

11 A. Certainly. We had file folders for 

12 every company that we did business with. We 

13 have'notes in them. That's where the bill of 

14 lading and the invoice copy went when we were 

15 finished with it. But every company had a file 14:32:22 

16 f o 1 d e r . 

17 Q. And a s i d e f rom t h e n o t e s , t h e b i l l s 

18 o f l a d i n g a n d p e r h a p s t h e i n v o i c e s , w o u l d a n y 

19 o t h e r , t y p e s o f d o c u m e n t s go i n t o t h o s e f i l e s ? 

20 A. Any c o r r e s p o n d e n c e we h a d w i t h t h e 14:32:37 

21 c o m p a n y , t h e p r i c e t h e y ' r e c h a r g e d , l a b w o r k , 

22 my h u s b a n d d i d r e p o r t on h i s l a b w o r k , 

23 e v e r y t h i n g p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e c o m p a n y ' s o r d e r 

24 w o u l d go i n t h e r e . 

25 Q. A s i d e f rom t h e d o c u m e n t s " t h a t m i g h t 14:32:50 
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1 go into the company files, your customers 

2 files,, were there any other normal daily 

' 3 documents or records maintained by you or 

4 people working under you in the bookkeeping 

5 area? 

6 A. For people working? 

7 Q. Either maintained by you or by 

8 other people that were working for you? 

9 A. Well, our truckers would bring in 

10 the papers they got from their deliveries and 

11 their pickups. Every bit of material that came 

12 in got written on a sheet and that was right on 

13 the desk when we process the sheet, when we 

14 process the material, it was written there, we 

15 would cross it off the sheet. 

16 And when material came in we wrote 

17 it on the bottom of the sheet so we always knew 

18 what was on hand. 

19 Q. What I'm going to hand you now are 

20 the documents that were marked earlier today or 

21 actually yesterday as Exhibits Number 6 and 

22 Number 13. And I just want to confirm on the 

23 record that these documents are not the type of 

24 document that you maintained when you were 

25 working at Obitts Chemical, is that correct? 
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Not like this 

Q. And, in fact, these two documents, 

I believe both of them have at the top of them 

dirty inventory. Did you ever use a document 

that was entitled dirty inventory? 

A. Yes. Only we maybe did the same, 

we wrote it in the cost and crossed it out when 

it was processed and went out. Yes, we kept a 

dirty inventory sheet. 

Q. Would you like to take a break? 

A. Yes. 

(Recess had.) 

MR. HEER: Back on the record. 

Q. We took a quick break, Mrs. Obitts. 

Are you feeling okay? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. You were about to say something to 

me during the break. What were you about to 

say? 

A. You gave me a sheet here that says 

dirty thinner. And this is what I was trying 

to tell you that we kept a sheet where we wrote 

down everything that came in and then we 

crossed it off when it went out. That was this 

same thing. 
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Q. And you have in your hand Exhibit 

Number 6, and so what you're telling me, if I 

understand you correctly, is you kept records 

somewhat like this? 

A, Yes 

Q. But not exactly like this? 

A. Well, it was really exactly like 

this. We taught them how to do this. 

Q. Okay. We talked Chemical Recovery. 

So if I could, I'm just trying to get a picture 

in my own mind of the different types of 

documents that you maintained while you were 

working at Obitts Chemical and we've got the 

bills of lading? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. 

A. 

The invoices? 

Yes 

Q. The notes that would have gone into 

the customer files? 

A. Yes 

Q. The g e n e r a l l e d g e r s or the l e d g e r s 

t h a t you kept? 

A. I developed the l e d g e r s , yeah. 

Q. And then you kept some type of a 

r e c o r d l i k e E x h i b i t Number 6 and E x h i b i t Number 
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13 that showed what was coming into the 

facility and what was being processed? 

A. And I did payroll. Uh-huh. 

Q. Payroll. Okay. 

Mrs. Obitts, let me ask you just a 

little bit about the ledgers that you kept 

while you were working for Obitts Chemical. My. 

understanding is that basically every 

transaction that the company engaged in would 

eventually be written in a ledger in some 

fashion or. form, is that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. There were no deliveries or pickups 

that would not have been recorded, is that 

correct? 

A. That's correct 

Q. So that any pickup or transaction 

with a customer would either be in an accounts 

payable for whatever reason or an accounts 

receivable record? 

A. Yes, it would. 

Q.-' Did you keep separate ledgers for 

the two different companies? 

A. Yes, we did. 

Q. And that's true from the beginning 
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of your involvement with both companies until 

you stopped your involvement? 

A. That's true. We kept separate 

companies and separate records. 

Q. Let me ask you just a little bit 

about generally the operations of Obitts 

Chemical as it relates to Chemical Services. I 

think you indicated yesterday that the volume 

of business at Chemical Service Corporation was 

much less than Obitts Chemical, is that 

correct ? 

A. Yes 

Q. Can you give me just an approximate 

estimate of maybe a proportion of business? 

Was the business of Chemical Services maybe 

one-tenth of the volume or could you give me an 

estimate? 

A.. Maybe one-fifth. 

Q. One-fifth of Obitts? 

A. Of the volume. Chemical Service 

did about one-fifth of the volume of Obitts 

Chemical. 

Q. Is that true with respect to that 

entire period from '62 to '74? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. I imagine that different times 

there arrived some fl.uctuation, but in general 

that would be the average? 

A. In general that would be the 

average. 

Q. Can you tell rae just approximately 

how many customers in a given year Obitts 

Chemical would have? 

A. Perhaps 100. It appears that 

whoever wrote this dirty thinner, dirty solvent 

sheet, is more than we did. This is like four 

pages. We didn't have that many customers. 

Q. > You're looking at Exhibit Number 6? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you saying then that the volume 

of the business was less when you were there 

than what you interpreted from Exhibit Number 

6? 

A. Yes. It was. Uh-huh 

Q. Can you give me an approximate 

estimate of the volume of business in a given 

year or in a given time period for Obitts 

Chemical, what I'm looking fo.r is either some 

kind of a dollar figure if you know it, or 

perhaps the volume of the product that would 
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have gone through the facility? 

A. I can't remember dollar figure for 

a year or the volume. I don't remember the 

volume. It's like' we picked up material every 

day, we returned material every day. I 

couldn't tell you the volume for the year. 

Q. Could you estimate just in terms of 

say how many tankers, either the dirty tankers 

that you would have sent out in a given week? 

Do you remember those kinds of numbers? 

A. They went out every day. The dirty 

tanker and clean tanker went out every day. 

Q. In a given week do you know how 

many deliveries or pickups they would have 

made? 

A. It would be five or six in the 

tankers. It would be five in the van. 

Some-times both vans went out with drums. 

Q. So you're estimating, and I 

understand this is a long time ago and this is 

your estimate, but you're thinking at this 

point that maybe five trips for the tanker 

truck? 

A, 

Q. 

Both tankers 

In a given week? 
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Uh-huh. And for the vans also. We 

had three or four truck drivers on payroll 

every day. 

MR, McWILLlAMS: Could we clarify 

if that's for each tanker. 

Q. Your estimate that you're giving us 

now is that for each tanker that was owned and 

operated by Obitts Chemical? 

A. Yes, we had a dirty tanker and a 

clean tanker on the road every day. 

Q. And that's also true with respect 

to the vans that picked up drums? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So maybe, one delivery a day? 

A. Yes. At least one van delivery a 

day and the straight truck would be more, would 

make more. 

.Q. Did the volume of the business 

generally increase from '62 to '74? 

A. ' Yes. 

Q. Do you know whether it increased -

twofold or could you give us an estimate of how 

much it increased? 

A. It would have to be an estimate. I 

would say it increased a third more than it was 
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when I started there. 

Q. So- in '74 it was perhaps a third 

more than it was in '62? 

A. Yes. We basically were at capacity 

of doing what we could do without buying more 

trucks and more trailers and more tankers to go 

on the road, and possibly another still to 

increase our production, 

Q. At what point would you say that 

you reached that capacity, was that towards the 

'7 4 time . frame? 

A, Yes, After we bought another 

still, which we showed pictures of yesterday, 

we increased our capacity by being able to, you 

know, put more material through the plant. But 

we were up to capacity and we really couldn't 

do more material without adding any equipment, 

Q. And as I understand your testimony 

yesterday, you did not add any new tankers or 

new vans over time? 

A. Not after that. No 

Q, I also remember from your testimony 

yesterday that you were the one primarily who 

was responsible for' scheduling the pickups and 

deliveries ? 
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A. Yes 1 

2 Q. There came a point in time though 

3. that you had some help in the bookkeeping and 

4 recordkeeping in the business? 

5 A. Yes, after I had bookkeeping to do 

6 for two companies instead of one, which was 

7 Chemical Service Corporation and Obitts 

8 Chemical, and all the other work, my load 

9 became quite heavy and I hired a girl to help. 

10 Q. Do you remember what time frame you 

11 hired that helper? 

12 A. I don't remember, Clara Terry 

13 worked in the latter part of the time that I 

14 was there, which would have been maybe from '69 

15 to '74 I had help in the office. And then 

16 there was another girl named Oliver who worked 

17 before Clara, and she probably worked there two 

18 years. So that would have made it '67. 

19 I'm giving approximate figures from 

20 my memory because I don't have the records. 

21 Q. Sure. I would never challenge your 

22 memory. 

23 A. I lay in bed at night and think 

24 about these things. 

25 Q. Let me ask you while we're talking 
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about those two helpers. I think you indicated 

the first one was from approximately '69 to ..'.74 

her name was Clara? -!.-•-. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes 

What was her last name? 

A. Terry. 

Q. T e r r y , l i k e T E R R Y ? 

A. Yes. But she's deceased. She died 

last year. 

Q. And the other helper, the last name 

was Oliver? 

A. The last., name was. Oliver. I 

forgot. I think it's Carol Oliver. And she's 

living, if anyone wants to talk to her. Her 

husband- has a photography studio in the area, 

Q, So Mrs, Oliver is still in the 

area? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Did you have any o t h e r h e l p e r s ? 

A. One t ime I had someone who used to 

work t h e r e come and he lp me t e m p o r a r i l y , I 

t h i n k i t was when we went t o a Pa in t & Coat ings 

A s s o c i a t i o n conven t ion , which we went to every 

y e a r . I would have t h i s young g i r l come in and 

h e l p . 
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1 Her name was Barbara King, and she 

2 worked there before I did. But she had to quit 

3 because she became pregnant and she had quit 

4 before I was there, but I knew her. 

5 Q. Is she still around, do you know? 

6 A. Yes. Her name is Barbara King, 

7 Q. When those helpers were in the 

8 office working would they have been responsible 

9 for or would they have performed the function 

10 of scheduling any pickups or deliveries? 

11 A. Not too much. Basically that would 

12 be left to the foreman, James Jackson. Jim 

13 used to be a truck driver and he became a 

14 foreman and gave up driving truck, except once 

15 in a great while he did. And he would have 

16 scheduled the materials in and out if there was 

17 a girl in the office that was not familiar with 

1.8 doing it. 

19 Q. Did Mr. Jackson ever schedule 

20 deliveries and pickups on his own even though 

21 you were working in the office? 

22 A. He could have. Sometimes he had to 

23 change pickups and deliveries, like in the 

24 evenings if some of them called and needed the 

25 order right now and we were working on a order 
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1 that didn't have to go out tomorrow, he might 

2 change the delivery. 

3 Q. So it's possiblethat there were --

4 A. It's possible that Mr. Jackson 

5' would do that. Yes. 

6 Q. I take it then that it's possible 

7 that there were deliveries and pickups that you 

8 might .not have been aware of at least in terms 

9 of the scheduling of them? 

10 A. Yeah. It's not anything that could 

11 happen very often because I was always in the 

12 office. 

13 Q. Even though, you would not have been 

14 the person scheduling those deliveries or 

15 pickups, in those circumstances they would 

16 eventually have been recorded and show up in 

17 the ledgers? 

18 A. Oh, yes. Yes. Uh-huh. 

19 Q. And I believe you told one of the 

20 other lawyers earlier today that, especially 

21 since we're talking about a time period long 

22 ago, 40 years ago, that really the best 

23 information or the most accurate information of 

24 what actually transpired would be found in the 

25 ledger and the documents that were created back 
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then? 

down 

A, Absolutely. Everything was written 

Q. When we were talking just a second 

ago about the approximate frequency of the 

tankers and the deliveries during the week and 

you gave me an estimate of say five deliveries 

a week for each of the vehicles, did that 

include both businesses? 

A, Yes 

Q. So the five deliveries roughly per 

week for each of the vehicles would be for, 

that would include the Obitts customers as well 

as the Chemical Services customers? 

A. Yes, it would. 

Q. At the risk of being obvious, does 

that mean generally on an average that the 

Obitts Chemical businesses would have been say 

four deliveries a week for each of you? 

A. Yes. You could say that. 

Q. Mrs. Obitts, do you remember when 

you and I met about a year and-a-half ago, I 

believe it was in April of '03 and I came out 

to your house? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. At that time I think I asked you 

about who your main customers were and do you 

remember giving me an answer to that question 

or me asking you that question? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember what the answer was 

that you gave me? 

A. I told you our biggest customers 

were Sherwin Williams and Glidden Company. 

Q. Did you also mention Dow Chemical 

as a main customer? 

A. No. They were a customer, but they 

weren't one of the bigger customers. 

Q. Do you also remember mentioning 

American Marietta as a customer? 

A, Yes. 

Q. They have not been mentioned I 

don't think today.or yesterday as a customer? 

A. No, they weren't. But they were a 

customer. 

Q. Okay. And I understand that. And 

I can't remember if you provided me with this 

information or not, but that is a company that 

merged with Glen L. Martin Company to form 

Martin Marietta. Does that ring a bell with 
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you at all? 

A. I don't know the other company 

you're talking about. When I worked there it 

was American Marietta. 

Q. Do you remember that being a main 

customer of yours? 

A. Yes. They are a fair customer, but 

not the top customer, but we did quite a bit of 

business with them. 

Q. Can you remember the frequency or 

the amount of business that you did with them? 

A. We did drums with them. It would 

be 62 drums at a time. I would say 

approximately once every six weeks. 

Q. Did you say 32 drums at a time? 

A. 62. It was picked up in a van. 

Q. Was that level of business carried 

on in the time period from '62 to '74? 

A. Yes, it was. Yes. 

Q. Do you know where their facility 

was located? 

A. I think I've been there. It's out 

of state. I can't recall. Kankakee, Illinois 

I think. I think it was Kankakee, Illinois. 

Q. And they were an Obitts Chemical 
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1 customer? 

2 A. They were Obitts Chemical customers 

3 only. - ' 

4 Q. When you and I met about a year 

5 and-a-half ago you also mentioned a person by 

6 the name of Clare Montenici? 

7 A. That was Clara Terry. She married 

8 a Frank Montenici. But she's now deceased. 

9 Q. Okay. Thank you. 

10 A. She wasn't deceased when I was 

11 talking with you. She just died last year. 

12 MR. HEER: Like all the other 

13 lawyers, I'm going to reserve my right to ask 

14 you some additional questions when we 

15 reconvene. But at this point I believe I'm 

16 done. 

17 Thank you very much. 

18 EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

19 BY MR. MILLICAN: 

20 Q. Good afternoon, Mrs. Obitts? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Do you feel ready to keep going a 

23 little bit? 

24 A. Yes, I will. 

25 Q. I just want to ask you some 
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questions clarifying what you've told us over 

the last couple days. I don't want to get into 

any.specific deliveries, et cetera. But I'd 

like to get some additional information on a 

couple subjects. 

First of all, take some time with 

this, because I think we've had different 

answers from you and I want to know how many 

dirty solvent tankers there were? 

A. There was one. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And it went out e v ^ J Y day. 

Q. And that was 4,000 gallons? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, how many clean tankers were 

A. Two. 

there? 

Q. Okay. One was stainless steel? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And was the other not stainless 

steel I take it? 

A. No. It was not stainless steel 

Q. I'm going to try and separate these 

now between the stainless and the nonstainless. 

Okay? 
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A, Okay. 

Q. The stainless clean tanker, do you 

remember how many gallons it carried? 

A. 6,000. 

Q. And the nonstainless, how many did 

it carry? 

A. 

Q. 

5,000 gallons. 

How often would the two clean 

tankers be out on the road at the same time? 

A.. Usually a couple days a week. Two, 

three days a week. We processed around the 

clock and we didn't have any down time in our 

processing. So it just kept going on.and on 

and on and we would get loads out pretty fast. 

Q. Now, we're talking about Obitts 

Chemical as well as Chemical 

A. We're talking about Obitts Chemical 

only. 

Q. The three tankers that we've talked 

about, the one dirty and two clean ones, hauled 

for both Obitts Chemical as well as Chemical 

Services, is that correct? 

A. They belonged to Obitts Chemical 

Company and the v a n s and--.the tractor also 

belonged to Obitts company. 
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Chemical Service Corporation did 

not. have any trucking equipment. We did their 

trucking from Obitts Chemical. 

Q. So the three tankers that were used 

in the business hauled for both Obitts and for 

Chemical Services? 

A. Yes. But they were owned by Obitts 

Chemical. 

Q. I understand that. 

A. Okay. 

Q. Do you know what the capacity was 

for Obitts Chemical over a 24 hour time, what 

they averaged for instance in terms of cleaning 

solvents? 

A. I'm afraid that would be hard to 

answer. It wouldn't be the same on all orders, 

all materials. I know we could get- a load of 

something in one day and get it out late the 

next day. 

Q. What would factor into an increased 

time for one type of solvent reclamation as 

opposed to another? 

A. The amount of sludge in the 

material . 

Q. Okay. Now I'm trying to determine 
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what type of business Obitts Chemical would do 

and what type of business Chemical Services 

would do. 

In other words, and I know there's 

some overlapping there, I'm going to ask you 

about ..that as well. But there are certain 

things that Obitts did not do that Chemical 

Services did do, is that fair? 

A. Yes. 

do? 

Q. 

A. 

What is it that Obitts would not 

Obitts would not do the Astlett 

Balata order. It was removal of balata, which 

is a rubber from solvents. Balata basically 

was used to make rubber in golf balls. 

Q. Were there any other materials? 

A. The other materials were kind of a 

complement to Obitts Chemical. They were 

processing them for Obitts Chemical, because we 

could get., more orders out that way. 

There was a tower built. The tower 

is still there if you ever looked at the 

building. It's there. And this tower was 

built for a certain process which was 

principally for Astlett Balata. But it would 
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also process some other things. 

Q. I'm still trying to struggle here, 

the solvent.with the rubber in it would not be 

done by Obitts, that would be done by Chemical 

Services? 

A. That's correct. Obitts could not 

do that, that order. 

Q. And that tower was built in order 

to handle that solvent with the rubber, is that 

fair? 

A. Yes 

Q. When was that tower built? 

A. Oh, boy, I can't remember that. It 

was before '65, because that's when we had an 

explosion in there. It was in the early '60s. 

I can't remember what year, but that's the 

building that blew up. 

Q. Was the tower involved in the 

explosion? 

A. No. 

Q. So it remained? 

A. It's still there. It's damaged but 

not blown up. 

Q. And it was never repaired after the 

explosion? 
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A. No. We didn't use it 

Q. You didn't use it after 1965? 

A. We didn't use the tower any longer 

No 

Q. Does that mean that solvent with 15:15:2( 

the rubber in it was not coming into that 

premises anymore? No? 

A. No. 

Q. That's correct? 

A. Yes. That's correct. I5:i5:36 

Q. Were there any other products that 

Obitts Chemical would not deal with but farmed 

it over to Chemical Service? 

A. There were other products that 

Obitts Chemical would not deal with. But there I5:i6:00 

were some things that Obitts Chemical would 

give to Chemical Service to process in order to 

get orders out quicker. And one was acetone. 

Q. What about chlorinated solvents? 

A. We did chlorinated solvents in i5:i6:2i 

Obitts Chemical Company. Not in Chemical 

Service. 

Q. Now, you indicated earlier at the 

beginning of yesterday that you came in there 

possibly in 1963 and now we have heard about 15:16:54 
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1 1962. Do you have a firm recollection of what 

2 year it was that you started working there? 

3 A. I think it was 1962. 

4 Q. And you were not married at that 

5 time, what was your name? I5:i7:i3 

6 A, My name was Dorothy Duvena at that 

7 time. 

8 Q. How do you spell that please? 

9 A. D U V E N A . 

10 Q. When did you get married? i5:i7:25 

11 A. 1967. 

12 Q, I'm sorry, I must have asked this, 

13 When did Mr. Obitts die? 

14- A. August of 1991. 

15 Q. Now, as I understand it Obitts 15:17:50 

16 Chemical is a corporation? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. And Chemical Services was also a 

19 separate corporation? 

20 A. Yes . 15:18:07 

21 Q. And you kept separate books for 

22 each of those entities? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. And I p r e s u m e t h e same a c c o u n t a n t 

25 w o r k e d on b o t h of t h o s e ? I5:i8:i5 
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1 A, Yes, 

2 Q. Now, some of the records still 

3 exist as we've seen with regard to the 

4 operation of Chemical Services? 

5 A, Yes. 

6 Q. But we haven't seen anything, that 

7 I can recall, records that deal with Obitts 

8 Chemical, is that fair? 

9 A. That's correct. 

10 Q. Do you know what happened to those 

11 records? 

12 A. I don't know what happened to them. 

13 But when Chemical Recovery purchased Obitts 

14 Chemical Company and Chemical Service, I left 

15 all of our records in the office at their 

16 request, because they took over all our 

17 customers and they needed the files. 

18 We got -- the EPA got these records 

19 from Chemical Service from Chemical Recovery. 

20 But that's the only records they were able to 

21 get. They didn't give us any of Obitts 

22 Chemical records. So I don't have any. 

23 Q. Okay. With regard to Chemical 

24 Recovery's business.,. I take it they did not 

25 operate, to your knowledge, in the same fashion 
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that you did by having two separate 

corporations for different operations? 

A. I don't think they did. However, 

when they took over-I left. Before they took 

over I trained one of their employees to run 

the office. Dick Johnson was there for two 

weeks and I trained him in my method of ru-rm-i-ng 

the office. 

Q. Now Mr. Johnson was an owner of 

Chemical Recovery? 

A. No. He worked for them. 

Q. Do you know what his title was? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Do you know if he's still alive? 

A. I think he's still alive. But I 

think they also got rid of him. That was what 

I heard. 

him? 

Q. 

A, 

Do you know when they got rid of 

No 

Q. Were you under the impression that 

Mr. Johnson was going to take over the 

operations of the office after you left? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, at the time you left there was 

15:19:55 

15:20:18 

15:20:22 

15:20:32 

15:20:49 

Rennillo Reporting Services www.rennillo.com 

(216) 523-1313 Cleveland (330) 374-1313 Akron 

http://www.rennillo.com


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

374 

another employee there who I believe was Clara 

Terry, is that correct? 

A. Yes. Clara Terry worked for us, 

although she was married with a different name 

at the time. But, yes, she did work there. 

But I believe she quit. 

Q. But she was part of the Obitts 

Chemical team? 

A, Yes 

Q. That stayed on with Chemical 

Recovery, is -that fair? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. No? 

A. No. But see I left there too. I 

don't believe she stayed on. 

Q. Did Carol Oliver stay on? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know if Barbara King worked 

for Chemical Recovery? 

A. No. Never. She did not. 

Q. Do you know of anybody who worked 

under Mr. Johnson at the time that Chemical 

Recovery took over the business? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you in any position whatsoever 
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to comment about whether Mr. Johnson maintained 

the same sort of system that you had for 

ledgers, et cetera? 

A. No, I don't know. I never went 

back. 

Q. Do you know if Chemical Recovery 

maintained the same accountant? 

A. No, they didn't.. 

Q. They changed? 

A. Yes. They had their.own. 

Q. Do you know who that might have 

been? 

A. No, I don't. They had a business 

in Michigan. 

MR. NASH: I can tell you, Jim. 

MR. -MILLICAN: Who was that? 

MR. NASH: I can't give you the 

name offhand, it was Magnus and something, four 

partners, we had to track them down and get the 

records in the first place. 

MR. MILLICAN: You do have the 

records ? 

MR. NASH: We have the records the 

officer at Chemical Recovery Systems told us 

they had been keeping in a storage for 20 years 
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and gave them to us. So whether there are any 

more or where they might be, I have no idea. 

MR. MILLICAN: ..,.And those are the 

records that we have here today? 

MR, NASH: Correct, 

MR, MILLICAN: I'm a little lost. 

Maybe I didn't follow you. 

MR. NASH: Maybe I should stay out 

of this. 

Q. You say you got these records from 

the accountant? 

A. No 

MR. MILLICAN: This is from somebody 

from Chemical Recovery? 

MR. NASH: Right. 

MR. MILLICAN: Do you know i f t h e r e 

h a v e b e e n a n y a c c o u n t a n t s r e c o r d s o b t a i n e d ? . 

A. No, t h e r e ' s n o t h e r e . 

MR. MILLICAN: From M a g n u s , 

w h a t e v e r h i s name w a s ? 

MR. NASH: I d o n ' t b e l i e v e I s h o u l d 

b e t e s t i f y i n g . Bu t I am t r y i n g t o h e l p you o u t 

a l i t t l e b i t . 

MR. MILLICAN: T h a t ' s o k a y . 

Q. C h e m i c a l R e c o v e r y l e a s e d t h e 
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property from you, is that fair? 

A, In the beginning they did. 

Q. And were you the titled owner of 

that property at the time Chemical Recovery 

started its operation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was your husband the titled owner 

on that property? 

A. No. I'm the title owner on both 

Chemical Recovery -- or Chemical Service 

Corporation and Obitts Chemical. I own the 

property that they both sat on. 

Q. At the time you leased it to them 

they eventually defaulted on that lease, is 

that correct? 

A. That's correct 

Q. Do you recall when that default 

was ? 

A. No. But I went to court against 

them and I got a judgment against them and the 

property was given back to me because they 

defaulted on payment. 

Q. Did you have to evict them then? 

A. No. 

Q. They left before? 
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1 A. It was near the time that they were 

2 cited by EPA, apparently they'd done something 

3 wrong. 

4 Q. So at or about the time they were .• 

5 cited by EPA they stopped paying you and they 

6 vacated the premises? 

7 - A. Uh-huh. They stopped-paying me 

8 before that. But they vacated the premises 

9 after they were cited by EPA and the deeds to 

10 the property came back to me. 

11 Q. What was on the property at the 

12 time Chemical Recovery left? 

13 A. T h e o n l y t h i n g l e f t o n t h e property 

14 were two old buildings, they had torn . 

15 everything else down that was there, and 

16 they're still there. 

17 Q. Were there any barrels or anything 

18 like that? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. It was otherwise clean? 

21 A. It was. There's nothing on the 

22 property but the two buildings. 

23 Q. Was there any system of 

24 memorializing the telephone calls you received 

25 from any of the people that w-anted pickups? 
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A. No. We wrote everything down. 

Q. Beg pardon? 

A. We wrote everything down. 

Q. So did you maintain a call log? 

A. A what? 

Q. Call log? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have any idea what happened 

to that log? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Or was it periodically destroyed 

during the year? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Now, I want to go to the incident 

involving Harshaw and the materials that they 

were, or whatever was going on with that sewer 

that ran underneath your property? 

A. Okay. 

Q. Did either Obitts or Chemical 

Services connect to that sewer itself? 

A. No. It was a storm sewer from the 

street 

Q. So there was no connection between 

your property and that sewer that Harshaw was 

using? 
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1 A. No. It was underneath my property, 

2 .but it was not connected to anything, 

3 Q, You mentioned Mr, Bosch of the 

4 Glidden Company, Do you recall where his 

5 offices were? 

6 A. No, I don't. 

7 Q. Was he a member of that association 

8 that you talked about? 

9 A. Cleveland Paint & Coatings, yes. 

10 Q. Do you have a recollection as to 

11 whether he was in the 216 area code? ..' 

12 A. Yes, he was in our area — no. He 

13 was in Cleveland. Yes, it would be 216. It 

14 was Cleveland. 

15 Q. It was in Cleveland? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. While you were going through the 

18 accounts receivable ledgers for Chemical 

19 Services I believe you've testified that there 

20 were certain entries in there which would 

21 indicate to you that there were pickups of 

22 solvent from a particular company, but there 

23 would not be an entry showing a delivery out to 

.24 that same company. . _.." 

25 Am I understanding those records 
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properly? 

A. If we delivered to them there would 

be an invoice and that would be accounts 

receivable. 

Q. But on some of those accounts 

receivable ledger, I think you testified that 

there were entries in there which would 

indicate that there was a pickup but no 

delivery to that same customer? 

A. No. Only on materials that we 

bought and reclaimed and resold. 

Q. Were there some companies that you 

picked up from, picked solvent up from but did 

not return reclaimed solvent to? 

A. A few, yes. 

.Q. How would that be reflected in the 

accounts receivable? 

A. I t w o u l d be a s a s a l e . I t w o u l d b e 

i n v o i c e d t o w h o e v e r b o u g h t i t . 

Once i n a w h i l e Mr. O b i t t s w o u l d 

c a l l s o m e b o d y and a s k i f t h e y w o u l d l i k e some 

r e c l a i m e d m a t e r i a l a d d e d t o t h e i r o r d e r b e c a u s e 

you l o s e a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f m a t e r i a l i n 

s l u d g e . And he w o u l d u s e i t t o b u i l d up some 

o r d e r s , i f t h e y s o d e s i r e d . Then t h a t w o u l d b e 
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1 reflected in your accounts receivable. 

2 Q... I was under the impression as you 

3 went through -those accounts receivable ledgers 

4 that you were able to look at some of them and 

5 say this was a pickup only, is that correct? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. How do we know that? What is it 

8 about those ledgers? I wish I could find out. 

9 I believe if we look at Exhibit 18 -- maybe I 

10 can withdraw that question and I'll ask you 

11 when I've had time to look at the records 

12 myself. 

13 A. Okay, 

14 Q. Again, directing your attention to 

15 that Exhibit 18, there .was some testimony that 

16 you provided us about inventory on site? 

17 A, .Yes, 

18 Q, And at least in one portion that I 

19 jotted down has a period of July 26 of '68 to 

20 or '65, I'm sorry, to August 25th of '66. 

21 When you write down an inventory on 

22 site I'm trying to figure out what the figures 

23 mean. Is this what was there accumulative or 

24 it was the figure that you had in your records, 

25 what was actually on site on a particular date? 
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1 A. This is what was actually on site 

2 on that date and the inventory was for the 

3 accountant: 

4 Q. I'm.trying to figure out then if 

5 that's the case the record that you talked 

6 about from July 26 of '65 to August 25th of 

7 '66, did you have separate figures for each one 

8 ...of those months, is that it? 

9 A. No. No. Our year ended I believe 

10 at the end of August. So the inventory was for 

11 the year up until the end of that date. 

12 Q. But as I understand your previous 

13 testimony, if the last date on that inventory 

14 was August 25th of '66, the figures which would 

15 appear on your records would be how much you 

16 had in your possession on that particular date? 

17 A. That's right. And that was for 

18 Chemical Service Corporation. 

19 Q. Yes. 

20 A. There would have been a large 

21 figure if that was Obitts Chemical. 

22 Q. Were there similar records kept for 

23 Obitts Chemical on that same subject? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. How does that factor into the 
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1 accountant's? 

2 A. The two companies are separate. 

3 Q. I understand that. How did the 

4 accountant use those figures? 

5 A. He put a value on the materials 

6 that we had on hand because those materials 

7 were going to be invoiced eventually. 

8 Q. The last general item that I want 

9 to get into today is whether you have any 

10 recollection whatsoever of the approximate 

11 price ranges that we're talking about for any 

12 of the customers of Obitts Chemical in the time 

13 frames that you worked there, as to how much 

14 was paid to a customer for a tanker pickup, for 

15 instance, and how much was then due from that 

16 customer after it was reclaimed and 

17 redelivered? 

18 A. The prices of reclaiming varied 

19 with the different materials. And Mr. Obitts 

20 set the prices on everything and discussed it 

21 with his customers. 

22 It could be anywhere from 25 cents 

23 a gallon to a dollar a gallon depending on what 

24 the material was and the distance that we went 

25 to pick it up, what it cost us for freight. •-
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And he worked everything into his figures. If 

we went to New York it would cost more than 

picking something up in Cleveland and he would • 

work that into, his figures. 

So the prices of reclaiming 

materials varied with every customer. 

Q. Okay. Am I to understand from what 

you just told me that, let's say the 25 cent 

figure, was that a markup between the price 

that Mr. Obitts paid at the time he picked the 

material up and the price that he charged the 

customer after it was reclaimed? 

A. That would be the price he charged 

the customer for the reclaimed material they 

received back. 

Q. There would be some slippage in 

there with regard to the sludge, is that 

correct? 

A. Correct 

Q. And there would be no charge for 

the time of redelivery? 

A. No. 

Q. For that sludge loss? 

A. No. It would be one fee, one price 

per gallon for material returned to the 
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1 customer, and that included picking it up and 

2 delivering it and processing it. 

3 Q. Hypothetically if you picked up 

4 4,000 gallons, for instance, and after 

5 reclamation and sludge was removed it was 3,500 15:42:45 

6 gallons, how much would the customer pay for? 

7 A. They would pay for 3,500 gallons, 

8 whatever was. returned. 

9 Q. There was no actual financial 

10 transaction which took place at the time any i5:43:i7 

11 solvent was picked up, is that fair? 

12 A. That's correct. 

13 Q. And the financial transaction that 

14 you recorded in the records was after process? 

15 A. Yes. It would be an invoice that I 15:43:33 

16 would record and a copy of every invoice went 

17 in the file. 

18 MR. MILLICAN: I understand. 

19 Okay. I don't think I have 

20 anything further at this time. I appreciate , 15:43:54 

21 your time and I hope we haven't been too long 

22 for you. 

23 MR. NASH: I ' d l o v e t o p u t on my 

24 j a c k e t a n d r u n f o r t h e d o o r , b u t I p r o m i s e d 

25 M r s . O b i t t s I ' d h a v e some q u e s t i o n s . 
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1 . EXAMINATION OF DOROTHY OBITTS 

2 BY MR. NASH: 

3 Q. Several times today you've been 

4 asked about the transition between your 

5 companies and Mr. Obitts's companies and 

6 Chemical Recovery Services, which Chemical 

7 Recovery Services bought out the Obitts 

8 operations. And you've mentioned more than 

9 once that you trained a man named Dick Johnson 

10 of Chemical Recovery Service in your 

11 bookkeeping methods? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And-you did mention earlier today 

14 that Mr. Obitts. had a laboratory or testing lab 

15 equipment on site? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. And would test each shipment as it 

18 came in? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. And you talk about the system of 

21 reclaiming you had. I want to ask you when a 

22 shipment came in did you keep any kind of a 

23 record, log, anything else of those shipments 

24 as they came in? 

25 A. Yes, we did. 
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1 Q. How did you do that? 

2 A. We did it the same way that this is 

3 done here. We wrote the name of the company, 

4 the date, and the amount of material that came 

5 in and what the material was. 

6 If it was mineral spirits we wrote 

7 mineral spirits. If it was hexane we wrote 

8 hexane. Whatever came in. It went on a sheet 

9 which stayed on our desk and never got put 

10 away. When the material went out we crossed it 

11 off the list and the material that came in that 

12 day was added to the list. 

13 Q. Now for each shipment what was the 

14 information that you put into the entry line 

15 for a shipment? 

16 A. For each shipment would be the name 

17 of the company, the amount of the material that 

18 we picked up, if it was drums we said the 

19 amount of drums, if it was gallons we put the 

20 gallons there. We put the date and what the 

21 material was. 

22 Q. And you said a minute ago pointing 

23 to something'on the table, but it looked like 

24 this document? 

25 
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same . 

Q. Let the record reflect that the 

witness was pointing tp. two documents, EPA 

Exhibit 6 and EPA Exhibit 13. Six is a smaller 

in paper size version of 13 headed dirty 

inventory. But this is a Chemical Recovery 

service company document, as I understand it, 

is that correct? 

A. I don't know. That was years ago. 

I don't know where that came from. 

yours 

Q. 

A. 

Very true. But it's not included 

No. That couldn't have been 

Chemical Service, because there's too much 

material on there. 

Q. Not Chemical Service, but probably 

Chemical Recovery? 

A. That probably was Chemical 

Recovery. But it's something that you hadn't 

showed me. I didn't have that. 

Q. Very true. When you created the 

similar documents that you were testifying you 

created when the shipment came in, did you do 

that in handwriting or typing? 

A. When a shipment came in we just 
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threw the paper in the typewriter and type it 

on. 

Q. I see. You added it to a 

typewritten list? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What kind of paper was that kept 

on? 

A, It was kept on like typing paper, 

Q, Thank you, I want to ask a couple 

questions about the company that was mentioned 

earlier today, you mentioned at one time 

earlier today that one of your customers was 

called Allside? 

A. Yes 

Q. Was Allside a customer when you 

began work at the site? 

A, Yes, 

1974? 

Q, And were they still a customer in 

A, Yes. 

Q. And'were they a major customer? 

A. I would say we picked up about 

twice a month from them. 

Q. About twice a month from Allside? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Did you pick up in tankers or 

drums ? 

A. In tankers. 4,000 gallons at a 

time 

Q, 4,000 gallons at a time did you say 

twice a month? 

A. About twice a month 

Q. 4,000 gallons, a tanker twice a 

month over a period of 12 years? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know what kind of material 

you picked up from Allside? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Do you remember the name of t he 

c o n t a c t person a t A l l s i d e , t he person who would 

c a l l you to ask for p ickups? 

A. No, I d o n ' t remember. 

Q. And do you remember where t he 

A l l s i d e f a c i l i t y was l o c a t e d ? 

A. I b e l i e v e i t was in Akron. 

MR. NASH: T h a t ' s a l l I have . 

I t h i n k we ' r e a l l in agreement t h a t 

w e ' r e going to adjourn t h i s d e p o s i t i o n now and 

come back a f t e r everybody had a chance t o 

review t r a n s c r i p t , ge t cop ies of t he e x h i b i t s , 
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after Christmas at some point in time to be 

decided by EPA after consultation with the 

parties involved. 

MR. McWILLlAMS: Yes-, 

MR, NASH: With everybody's 

permission, we'll adjourn. 

(Deposition adjourned.) 

(Thereupon, EPA Deposition Exhibits 

1 through 32 were marked for 

purposes of identification.) 
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CERTIFICATE 

The State of Ohio, 

SS 

County of Cuyahoga. ) 

I, Claudine Kelly, a Notary Public 

within and for the State of Ohio, duly 

commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify 

that the within named witness, DOROTHY OBITTS, 

was by me first duly sworn to testify the 

truth, the whole tr'uth and nothing but the 

truth in the cause aforesaid; that the 

testimony then given by the above-referenced 

witness was by me reduced to stenotypy in the 

presence of said witness; afterwards 

transcribed, and that the foregoing is a true 

and correct transcription of the testimony so 

given by the above-referenced witness. 

I do further certify that this 

deposition was taken at the time and place in 

the foregoing caption specified and was 

completed without adjournment. 
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I do further certify that I am not a 

relative, counsel or attorney for either party, 

or otherwise interested in the event of this 

action. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand and affixed my seal of office at 

Cleveland, Ohio, on this | i"^ day of 

O^^o^j^>-^ > 2004. 

PSUup^Jg^ < . QJL^ 

C l a u d i n e K e l l y , N o t a r y P u b l i c 

w i t h i n a n d f o r t h e S t a t e o f O h i o 

My c o m m i s s i o n e x p i r e s D e c e m b e r 2 5 , 2 0 0 7 . 
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SIGNATURE OF WITNESS 

The d e p o s i t i o n of DOROTHY OBITTS, 

t a k e n i n t h e m a t t e r , on t h e d a t e , a n d a t t h e 

t i m e a n d p l a c e s e t o u t on t h e t i t l e p a g e 

h e r e o f . 

I t was r e q u e s t e d t h a t t h e -

d e p o s i t i o n be t a k e n by t h e r e p o r t e r a n d t h a t 

same b e r e d u c e d t o t y p e w r i t t e n f o r m . 

I t was a g r e e d by a n d b e t w e e n 

c o u n s e l a n d t h e p a r t i e s t h a t t h e D e p o n e n t w i l l 

r e a d a n d s i g n t h e t r a n s c r i p t o f s a i d 

d e p o s i t i o n . 
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AFFIDAVIT 

The State of Ohio, ) 

) SS 

County of Cuyahoga ) 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for 

said County and State, personally appeared 

DOROTHY OBITTS, who acknowledged that he/she 

did read his/her transcript in the 

above-captioned matter, listed any necessary 

corrections on the accompanying errata sheet, 

and did sign the foregoing sworn statement and 

that the same is his/her free act and deed. 

In the TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

affixed my name and official seal.at this 

day of _ _ -̂- D 2004 . 

N o t a r y P u b l i c 

My C o m m i s s i o n E x p i r e s 
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RE 

DEPOSITION ERRATA SHEET 

CHEMICAL RECOVERY SYSTEMS, INC 

RRS File No.: 

Deponent: 

Deposition Date: 

11214 

DOROTHY OBITTS 

DECEMBER 8, 2 004 
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To the Reporter: 

I have read the. entire transcript of my 

Deposition taken in the captioned matter or the 

same has been read to me. I request that the 

following changes be entered upon the record 

for the reasons indicated. I have signed my 

name to the Errata Sheet and the appropriate 

Certificate and authorize you to attach both to 

the original transcript. 

DOROTHY OBITTS 
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Date: DECEMBER 17, 2004 RRS File No.: 11214 

To: STEVEN P. KAISER, ESQ. 

In Re: 

Deposition of: DOROTHY OBITTS 

Counsel of Record - Transcript Enclosed: 
Signature of the Deponent is required. 
Please have the deponent make any 
corrections/changes necessary on the 
Errata Sheet ONLY, sign name on the form 
where indicated and sign the Certificate 
before a Notary. Please return ONLY the 
original executed, notarized Certificate 
and completed, signed Errata to our 
offices within 7 days 30 days 
from the date of this memorandum. 

C C 

Counsel of Record - No Copy Ordered: 
Signature of the Deponent is required 
within 7 days_x 30 days from the date 
of this memorandum. Since you did not 
request a copy of the transcript from the 
deposition, it will be necessary for you 
to call our offices to arrange for an 
appointment for the Deponent to come in 
to read and sign the transcript of the 
Deposition. 

JAMES T. MILLICAN, ESQ. 

RICHARD D. PANZA, ESQ. 

DAVID B. GRAHAM, ESQ. 

DOUGLAS A. MCWILLIAMS, ESQ 

KEELY O'BRYAN, ESQ. 

JOHAN A. HEER, ESQ. 
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Dep 
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R e : CHEMICAL RECOVERY SYSTEMS, INC. SDPERFDND 
LOCUST STREET, ELYRIA, OHIO 44035 

o s i t i o n o f : DOROTHY O B I T T S 

. : 1 1 2 1 4 

SITE, 142 
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Counsel of Record - Transcript Enclosed: 
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